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Leading Off
with the president

that’s all ...
“Finis” is the term some authors have used when they come to
the end of their body of work. Translated, it means simply “It’s
finished” or, more colloquially, “That’s all.” In fact, that’s the
pattern I followed when I preached the last sermon of my first
pastorate before leaving for graduate school in 1979. My title was
simply “That’s All Folks!”
Today, I think perhaps Johann Sebastian Bach set a better example. He wrote “SDG” at
the end of his musical compositions—Soli Deo Gloria. Maybe it’s my age or, perhaps, a
growing measure of maturity that has convinced me this time to follow Bach’s example
rather than the traditional “Finis.”
As I pen my last notes for the Voice, I could look back and reflect
on the thousands of graduates to whom I have presented diplomas
during the past decade and a half who are now spread out across
the world in service to Christ’s kingdom. Or I could recall with
satisfaction nearly $100 million dollars in gifts and pledges that,
added to a quarter of a billion dollars of tuition and fees over that
same period of time, have built a faculty and campus facilities that
can serve as a foundation for generations of educational service yet to come.
I’ve been gratified that colleague presidents from various religious traditions across the
country and around the world have summed up their impression of the recent years in
the college’s history with something like this: “Dordt College has always been known
for its intense dedication to taking seriously the faith foundation of everything it
does—and today it does so even more than before.”
Yet, when all is said and done, it is never about our own efforts and our own
contributions in the Lord’s service. It’s about his gracious love that has permitted us, by
the Holy Spirit, to become part of his mission as he puts back together the pieces of his
broken world through Jesus Christ his son.
That’s why, when coming to the end of a chapter in a history that traces God’s work in
and through this square inch of his world we call Dordt College, the only appropriate
subscript is the one used so famously by J.S. Bach and others and, indeed, inscribed on
our college motto from our very beginning. SDG—Soli Deo Gloria. To God alone be all
the Glory.

DR. CARL E. ZYLSTRA RETIRIED THIS SUMMER AFTER
16 YEARS AS PRESIDENT OF DORDT COLLEGE.
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AANNA STADEM (’13)

moving on

C

ommencement happens
every year, and every year the
celebration brings joy to students
and their parents. It’s a joy that Dordt
faculty and staff share, even though
they go through it year after year.
New graduates leave campus with
memories, excitement, and sometimes
uncertainty. They
also leave with a
comprehensive
education that
gives them a
stepping-off
point for living
thoughtful lives of
discipleship.

cultural fair
The annual Cultural Fair has become a lively, colorful event at Dordt College. some international
students don traditional dress; all share information about the countries they call home. Displays,
ethnic foods, a fashion show, games, and dances bring life and festivity to the Campus Center. This
year Dordt was home to 60 international students from around the world, not including those from
Canada. They came from countries as diverse as argentina, ethiopia, and nepal.
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Looking back with
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra on his 16
years as the third president
of Dordt College.

Senior students
take a problem-solving
approach to wrestling with
issues they’ll face post
college.

8
9

Engineers float their
concrete canoe to third
place at the regional
American Society of Civil
Engineers competition.

14

James C. Schaap
retires from the classroom
but not from writing or
from being inspired by the
creation around him.

18

2o

Education majors
get a year of teaching
under their belt through
the new Professional
Development School.

23

Engineers learn
by dealing with the ups
and downs of real world
problems and decisions
that come up in their
senior design projects.

26

30

Distinguished
Scholar Awards have been
given for twenty-five years.
We’ll tell you where some
of these alumni are today
and what they’re up to.

Academics matter, as I was reminded
while driving some students to the
Omaha airport following graduation.
Our two-hour conversation covered
topics as diverse as believing in angels
and demons to responsibilities and
challenges in business and agriculture.
I was encouraged that what these
students were learning was having
a deep impact on the way they were
thinking about their responsibility as
Christians taking up their calling.
In this issue you’ll find further
illustrations that the academic
education Dordt College students are
receiving is helping nurture thoughtful
adults and also planting a seed that
takes root and bears fruit for years to
come in the professional, community,
and family lives of alumni.
We think you’ll be inspired by these
stories, and we hope that you’ll
continue to support the work done
here each year anew.

42

Dordt alumni Amy
and Jonathan Vander Vliet
(both ’06) fund a unique
scholarship that fits Dordt
College.

SALLY JONGSMA, EDITOR
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news

dordt college in 3-d
If you go online to Google Earth, you’ll find half of Dordt’s campus in 3-D. The rest
should be finished by the end of the summer, according to freshman Joseph Jasper.
Jasper is a Google Earth modeler and
has created and uploaded models of 329
different buildings to the Google Earth
“3D warehouse.” Google Earth reviews
submissions and accepts or rejects them
for posting. Jasper currently has 189
models that can be viewed on Google
Earth’s 3-D map.

“Social life and my studies have been
taking more time than they did before,”
he says, adding that he’s had a great
first year. He plans to get back to it more
intensively this summer.

Besides Dordt’s campus, Jasper’s models
include Dodger Stadium (his personal
favorite), the Los Angeles Memorial
Coliseum, the US Bank Tower in Los
Angeles, the National Air and Space
Museum, and the Boeing factory—the
largest building in the world—in Everett,
Washington. He’s become a recognized
expert modeler on Google Earth.

“I didn’t think I’d want to sit in front of a
computer all day,” he says, even though
he’s pretty computer savvy. He likes
interacting with people. Modeling as a
hobby gives it just the right place in his
life—he can look forward to creating
as a break from his other work, not as
something that takes over this life.

“It’s so creatively satisfying that I often
lose track of time,” says Jasper about the
work. Dodger Stadium took him nearly
25 hours to complete; Dordt’s B.J. Haan
Auditorium probably about four. By the
time he completes Dordt’s entire campus,
he’ll have well over 200 hours in.
“I’ve been a nerd for years,” he says
unapologetically and with a hearty
chuckle. He started teaching himself 3-D
modeling four years ago, as a freshman
at Whittier (California) Christian High
School. He’s been at it ever since. He
created most of the Dordt buildings he’s
completed so far during the first couple
of weeks on campus, although he admits
that he’s slowed down since then.
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JAMIN VER VELDE (’99)

Jasper is a secondary education history
major.

Even though Jasper has joined the ranks
of an elite group of modelers, he refuses
to work for pay, believing it would no
longer allow him to treat it as a hobby.
“I do it for fun,” he says. “I want to
give enjoyment to other people and
help people and organizations I feel
connected to.” In addition to creating the
Dordt College campus, Jasper has created
a complete 3-D model of Meadowbrook
Village Christian Retirement Community.
Jasper begins with photographs—lots of
them. For prominent buildings he’s never
seen in person, he scours the Internet
for photos taken from different angles.
He prefers to start with his own photos,
though. He’s already taken about 750
photos of the Dordt College campus to

help him create his models. Taking his
own photographs gives him consistent
lighting and straight-on shots he can
paste on to his sketches.

Jasper doesn’t need recognition for his
work, but he does hope more people
learn about google earth 3-d, because it
is such a great resource and because it’s
exciting to watch flat grids come alive.
you can see half of dordt college in 3-d
by downloading google earth from www.
google.com/earth.

He then builds the models with Trimble
Sketchup software. Once the buildings
are drawn to size, photos are applied. It’s
a labor of love as he watches each model
come to life. He posts his creations for
fellow modelers to rate and critique.
At the beginning, Jasper received
many suggestions and tips from fellow
modelers—an unofficial working group
of people who share with and learn
from each other. Today he gets fewer
suggestions and mostly top ratings so
he can build what he wants rather than
well-known or popular buildings that
will get him noticed. The reputation
he’s built among those who know 3-D
modeling means that almost anything he
submits today will be looked at.
SALLY JONGSMA

JORDAN EDENS (’13)

D

ordt College junior Vero Visser spent last semester
looking for summer internship possibilities in digital
media production. Her search landed her a gig of a lifetime
with an organization heading to the London Olympics.

Professor Douglas De Boer says that while P.e. certification puts some
helpful letters behind his name, they don’t show what he considers the
most valuable part of a Dordt engineering education, doing engineering
that brings restoration to the creation.

de boer Joins
his students
in p.e. exam
I

t’s not surprising that Dr. Douglas De Boer was among
the first in the room to finish taking the Electrical and
Computer: Electrical and Electronics P.E. (Professional
Engineer) exam last fall. It’s also not surprising that he was
one of just 60% who passed on their first attempt. He’s been
out of school for a long time, but his expertise, advanced
degree, and years of experience virtually guaranteed that he’d
be in that position.

news

vero visser
“accidentally”
lands big gig
Not really a devoted Olympics fan, Visser was surprised to
discover that the internship wasn’t just the small-scale local
Olympic-type event she had thought it was. Now that she’s
going, she promises to know everything about the world-wide
competition by the time she arrives in London.
Visser, a native of Paraguay, will
be joining the Christian ministry
One Sheep in London in July
and August. The international
event will provide a wide
audience for their outreach. “We
are going to be conducting interviews with different people,
producing video content, a daily blog, and collecting stories to
share Christ with the world,” said Visser.
Visser is especially interested in using media to build
relationships and understanding between different cultures.
“I want to be able to go to different places and countries and
get to know people from different cultures. And I want to be
able to use the camera to tell their stories in
the best way that I can.”

“The P.E. is to engineering practice as the Ph.D. is to
engineering research,” says Dr. Ethan Brue, chair of Dordt’s
engineering department. “Each indicates the achievement
of a level of experience and competency beyond the B.S.E.
education in either practice or research.”

Visser has been involved with Prairie
Grass Productions, Dordt College’s
production company, and spent last
Christmas break in Mexico filming
and interviewing people for a film
for Christian World-Wide Missions.
She is a resident assistant at Dordt,
teaches Sunday School at Amistad
Christiana (the Spanish-speaking
church in Sioux Center), and leads a
Bible study for Hispanic women in
Hull, Iowa.

As a teacher De Boer doesn’t need P.E. certification, but it’s a
good thing to have for his students’ and future students’ sakes.
Dordt College engineering students are being trained to serve
in both the worlds of practice and research, so going through
the process helps engineering faculty members better mentor
those students as they work toward taking their own P.E.
exam.

SARAH VANDER PLAATS
( ’05)

“The P.E. exams are designed to protect public safety,” says De
Boer. Any engineer who works on public projects is required
by the government to be certified through the exam. The
letters behind De Boer’s name show prospective students that
their instructor has professional qualifications to do what he’s
teaching. His current students already know the depth of his
professional expertise.
SALLY JONGSMA

AANNA STADEM (’13)
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The Dordt College Ag Club’s Bowl Team placed third
in the National College Bowl competition, ahead of all
other Iowa colleges and universities.
Dordt College has been named to
the President’s Higher education
Community service Honor Roll. The
Honor Roll recognizes institutions
that promote community service
and can show results in their
communities. This year, one in
three Dordt students were active
volunteers; one in 10 were engaged in
community-based service learning and practicums.
Nine Dordt College vocal students were semifinalists
and six received highest honors at the national
association of Teachers of singing (NATS) competition
held at Dordt College on March 30.
Two Defender basketball players were named NAIA
2011-2012 Division II Men’s Basketball all-americans.
Trevor Wolterstorff earned second-team NAIA AllAmerican and Cliff Warner was named an NAIA AllAmerican honorable mention honoree one day after
being accorded 2012 All-NAIA
National Tournament Team honors.
The 2011 Dordt College Signet
yearbook contains a year’s worth
of memories; it is also an awardwinning example of great design.
AIGA (American Institute of
Graphic Artist) Nebraska honored
the production with a bronze award.
Eight Dordt College students had papers accepted for
the annual national Conference on undergraduate
Research (NCUR) at Weber State University in Ogden,
Utah, during Spring Break. NCUR is a cross-disciplinary
conference open to undergraduates only.
The Fourth world documentary has earned Dordt’s
Prairie Grass Productions (PGP) two Telly awards. The
film shares the stories of slum dwellers, capturing the
harsh realities of slum life and telling gripping stories
of “joy, perseverance, and hope.” The documentary film
has also earned an Award of Excellence from Indie Fest.
(fourthworldfilm.com)
Senior eric spoelstra of San Marcos, California,
earned first place at the 47th annual Student History
Conference at the University of South Dakota, for his
paper “The Sacred Muse of Revolution: The Impact of
the Revolution on the Musical Landscape of America.”
This is the second year in a row that a Dordt paper took
first prize.
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JAMIN VER VELDE (’99)

Students earn honors

Board of Trustees Chair Lloyd Vander Kwaak (right) announced the
board’s appointment of Dr. erik Hoekstra at a gathering in the Dordt
College Campus Center on april 20.

hoekstra
named
fourth
president
D

r. Erik Hoekstra, Dordt’s provost for the past four years, is
the new president of Dordt College.

In announcing the appointment, Board of Trustees Chair Lloyd
Vander Kwaak described Hoekstra as “very passionate about
the college” and with a “deep-hearted commitment to what
Dordt is all about.” He believes that Dr. Hoekstra will help the
college maintain a vibrant mission, provide strong leadership,
cultivate excellent mission-oriented faculty members, and
capably oversee the college’s ongoing financial stability.
“The core of our educational mission will always be to glorify
God as a distinctively Christian, operationally excellent
college that attracts quality faculty members, eager students,
and enthusiastic supporters,” Hoekstra says. “Under Dr. Carl
Zylstra’s leadership, Dordt is in a wonderful place now.”
Hoekstra understands Dordt’s current strengths, is committed
to its historical roots, and is an innovator. Vander Kwaak noted,
“Dr. Hoekstra’s track record of leading organizations with a
blend of excellence and creativity—in both education and
business—made him a compelling choice.”
Hoekstra is excitedly taking on his new leadership role and says
that seeing firsthand the challenges, joys, and responsibilities
of serving in such a role has helped prepare him for it.
Look for a full introduction to Dr. Hoekstra, along with coverage of
his inauguration, in the fall issue of the Voice. The inauguration
will be held during Parents Weekend, October 19 and 20.

senior profile: Jeni kanis
“I think these things translate directly to
life,” she says. “They’re terribly important
when you work with others.”

in the campus Justice Matters Club and a
student representative on the Christian
Reformed World Relief Board.

She’s also gained many practical and
theoretical skills in her majors, social
work and theater.

One of Kanis’s scholarships required her
to take some theater courses. After a
class in stagecraft, she realized that she
enjoyed helping make the world of a play
appear on stage.

“I love academics and always want to
keep learning, but I also want to use and
share what I’ve learned,” she says. Social
work seemed a good fit—and theater too.
“I’ve really appreciated the connections,”
she says. “In theater you see humanity
and learn truths about who we are as
people. In social work you help people
work through some of those truths.”
Kanis hopes to use both her social work
and theater training after she graduates.
She’d like to work with a theater that
is driven by a passion for justice. She’ll
volunteer at such a theater this summer.
Kanis came to Dordt expecting to be a
high school English teacher.
She recalls sitting in a freshman
education class and thinking that she
was more interested in what went on in
students’ lives outside of the classroom
than what went on in it. After a
conversation with her advisor, she moved
to social work. The switch fit her interest
in social justice, too. She’s been a leader

“Being open to new things can give you
interesting options,” she says,
looking back.
Kanis originally came to Dordt
because she “liked how they
thought about life—seeing all
things interconnected.” Four
years later, she says Dordt really
did help her think about how
faith connects to learning and
life.

news

Senior Jeni Kanis from Minneapolis says she’s learned some important things
in her four years at Dordt College. She’s learned how to take suggestions and
criticism; she’s learned how to be open and listen and revise her ideas.
see systemic issues and ask how to act
Christianly.”
Kanis will spend an extra semester in
Chicago in a social work internship next
fall. She knows she’ll miss the community
she experienced at Dordt—in social work
classes, in theater productions, during
Walmart scavenger hunts, in impromptu
campus conversations, and around the
table with her roommates.

“When I came to college, I
focused on doing good work
to gain approval. Now I do it
because it’s what I’m called to
do. It’s an act of faith.”

—Senior Jeni Kanis
Kanis does not dismiss
worldview as just talk. “It gives a
foundation for how you act,” she
“So many dinners included wonderful
says, adding that how she thinks about
conversations and so many ended in
the world has deepened here.
laughter,” she says.
“Things I began wrestling with in high
“Making connections, even if the profs
school were challenged further here,” she
didn’t make them for me,” is a process
says. Having just completed Core 399,
she’s sure she’ll use in the years ahead.
the senior capstone course, she gives as

an example, a presentation on food by
fellow students. “I’ve been challenged to

SALLY JONGSMA

SARAH VANDER PLAATS (’05)
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tarting next fall, Dordt College will
offer a major and minor in actuarial
science and a minor in applied
statistics.
Actuarial jobs rank high on most
“Top Professions” lists. Positive
hiring outlook, good pay, job
security, and relatively low stress
are some of the reasons. It is an
interdisciplinary field that studies
mathematical and statistical modeling
of financial situations, specifically risk
management. Actuaries have worked
mainly in the insurance and pension
management fields, but today they are
being used as consultants for a variety
of financial risk management areas.
“It gives students who are interested
in mathematics and business another
excellent career choice to consider,”
says Karoline Bootsma (’01), a fellow
in the Society of Actuaries who works
for Midland National Life Insurance
Company in Sioux Falls, S.D.
The minor in applied statistics is
compatible with any major.

“One outcome of the information age
is that statistical reasoning is used
by almost all professions to evaluate
evidence and make decisions based
on data,” says Dr. Nathan Tintle,
professor of statistics. “The applied
statistics minor will give Dordt
students a leg up on their peers in
being able to critically evaluate and
produce statistical arguments.”

Gary De Young,
Professor of
Mathematics
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DOUG BURG

new
options
for math
lovers
S

Because introductory statistics is one of the most widely taken college courses, Dr. nathan Tintle
hopes to dramatically change the way the course is taught in order to improve the critical thinking
abilities of college graduates.

tintle is proJect
leader for new
stats curriculum
D

ordt College has been awarded a
$180,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation (NSF) for work on a
project that could revolutionize the way
statistics is taught across the country.
Dordt College Statistics Professor
Nathan Tintle is the leader on the
project, coordinating a seven-member
team of statisticians from Hope College,
California Polytechnic State University,
and Mount Holyoke College.
The goal is to publish a book
that will change the content
and teaching methods for
introductory statistics courses.
“Dordt will be one of the first
places in the world to pilot this
very student-focused, learningfocused curriculum,” he said.

“Traditional statistics courses can be
technical to the point where students
miss the big picture,” Tintle says.
“Understanding the logic involved in
drawing conclusions from data, and the
limitations of those conclusions, is a
critically relevant skill in an increasingly
data-driven society.”
He says students will be well-served by

“The panel feels the ultimate
impact of this proposal could
bring about a transformation
of the teaching of
undergraduate statistics.”

In its review of the project,
—NSF reviewer
a NSF panel said that a
strength of the proposal is
that “students will benefit from the
a new approach: “We feel it is critical to
experience of working with technology
dramatically change the way the course
and real data.” All reviewers on the
is taught in order to significantly impact
panel gave the proposal the highest
the critical thinking abilities of college
possible rating, calling it “innovative and
graduates,” Tintle said.
transformative.”
The team will be piloting and evaluating
Tintle is excited about working with
new teaching methods and will use their
the seven-person team, which includes
findings to write a textbook. Wiley, a
Professor George Cobb, whom Tintle
major higher education publisher in the
describes as a national visionary in
field, has already signed a contract to
statistics education.
publish the textbook.

dordt students
float canoe to
third-place

Faculty Bits

A

200-pound concrete canoe created by Dordt College engineering students
floated to a third-place victory at the annual regional Concrete Canoe
Competition held by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) at the University
of Wisconsin in Platteville, Wisconsin.

the competition
Nineteen students and faculty from disciplines
ranging from engineering to education helped
The Kernel earn third place. They competed
with teams from the University of WisconsinPlatteville (first place), Iowa State University
(second place), Minnesota State-Mankato, North
Dakota State University, University of Minnesota,
University of Iowa, and South Dakota State
University.

news

The Iowa Reading
Association
offered two 2012
scholarships for
undergraduate or
graduate students
enrolled in readingrelated courses to Dordt Education
Instructor Gwen Marra and Dordt
junior Kelli Durant.
Theology Professor Jason Lief
gave a presentation to Classis
Pella of the CRC on the issue of
young people leaving the church
and faith formation: “We’ve Got
You: An Incarnational Theology
of Hope in a Time of Anxiety and
Despair.” In March he spoke at the
Calvin Christian Schools Faith and
Learning Conference in Minneapolis:
“Cultivating Christian Imagination:
Christian Education as a Way of
Seeing the World.” And in April he
presented a paper at the Popular
Culture Association national
conference titled “Some Kind of
Monstrosity: The Perverse Christian
Core of Heavy Metal.”

The competition included four
parts: the design paper, an oral
presentation, the display setup, and
the race. The canoe, named The Kernel,
earned a third-place finish in the
women’s endurance and men’s sprint
competitions, and a first-place finish
for the second year in a row in the oral
presentation category.

“This year’s competition made us
realize the importance of paddling
practice. Although we did decently
in some races, it was tricky to get
the steering down,” said co-captains
Benjamin Hofland and Anna Jefferson. Next year they plan to get out on the water
more often to practice paddling and to change the hull design.

Communication
professor Dr.
Charles Veenstra
was awarded
the Outstanding
Educator of
the Year Award
from the International Listening
Association (ILA) in March. Veenstra
also presented a paper at the
International Listening Association
convention titled “Musalaha:
Opportunities and Challenges for
Listening in Reconciliation.”

The Kernel takes its name from Sioux Center’s rich tradition and history of farming.
“The circles and stripes along the side of the canoe suggest kernels, as in an ear of
corn,” they noted.
Last year was the first time Dordt participated in the competition, and the team
placed fifth overall against teams that have a long tradition of participating in the
event. This year was the team’s first opportunity to race, though, because last year’s
weather was judged too dangerous for racing.
The students were pleased with their results. One of the biggest improvements was in
The Kernel’s weight. Its 202.5 pounds was about half the weight of last year’s canoe,
The Cannon.

English Professor Dr. Robert De
smith has been selected from
a national applicant pool to
participate in “Tudor Books and
Readers: 1485-1603,” a 2012
National Endowment for the
Humanities Summer Seminar. De
Smith will view and study rare books
and manuscripts at the Bodleian
Library and the Duke Humpfrey’s
Library at Oxford University, as
well as explore the Plantin-Moretus
Museum in Antwerp—the world’s
“only surviving Renaissance printing
and publishing house.”

SARAH VANDER PLAATS ( ’05)

ELLIE DYKSTRA (’12)
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Faculty Bits
Adjunct music professor andrea
Carlson has been appointed
principal horn of the Sioux City
Symphony Orchestra. Carlson
also performs with the Sioux City
Symphony Brass Quintet, and she is
a tenured 4th horn with the South
Dakota Symphony Orchestra.

Christian Education: Issues of the Day
John B. Hulst
ISBN: 978-0-932914-94-1

Political Studies
Professor Dr. Jeff
Taylor presented
a paper titled
“Dissident Political
Voices in an Age of
Centralization” at
the Ciceronian Society conference at
the University of Virginia in March.

Dealing with Christian education on a variety of levels, these
12 addresses delivered between 1971 and 1999 document
John Hulst’s ongoing desire to contribute to and celebrate the
“spiritual direction” and “educational excellence” of Christian
schools and colleges committed to a biblical, Reformed
perspective on Christian education.

Computer science professor nick
Breems, on leave at the University
of Salford in the United Kingdom,
presented a paper titled “Towards
an Understanding of Computers
and Procrastination: A Philosophical
Approach” at the Annual Working
Conference of the International
Institute for Development and
Ethics in Maarsen, The Netherlands.

The Problem of Poverty

Education professor
Dr. Patricia
Kornelis presented
“Confessions of a coteaching professorin-residence”
at the National
Professional Development School
Conference in Las Vegas, NV in
March.
Psychology Professor Dr.
Ryan Brunner’s research was
recently published. Mazzocco,
P. J., & Brunner, R. P. (2012). An
Experimental Investigation of
Possible Memory Biases Affecting
Support for Racial Health Care
Policy. Am J Public Health, 102(5),
1002-1005. doi:doi: 10.2105/
AJPH.2011.300556
Music professor Dr. Karen DeMol
presented a paper titled “De
profundis: out of deep grief, new
music” to the annual meetings of
the Forum for Music and Christian
Scholarship at Calvin College on
February 16, 2012. The paper grew
out of her research with the group
Christian Voices in Musicology.
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new from Dordt Press

abraham Kuyper revisited
Translated by James skillen
$10.00 • ISBN: 978-0-932914-87-3 • paperback
The text, translated and introduced by James Skillen, was
originally a speech by Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) illuminate
with stark simplicity many of the enduring problems of poverty
and bring a strong and pointed biblical message that has outlived
Kuyper’s time and place. Roger Henderson’s essay “How Abraham Kuyper Became
a Kuyperian” is included in the appendix.

Kuyper in America
edited by George Harinck
$11.00 • 978-0-932914-93-4 • paperback
While traveling from the Netherlands in 1898 to the United
States, Kuyper penned 22 letters to his wife and children back
home. These letters contain fascinating details about his trip and
the enigmatic figure of Abraham Kuyper.

Near Unto God
edited by James C. schaap
$17.00 • 978-0-932914-80-4 • paperback
With a passion for preserving the essential Kuyper, James C.
Schaap has pared away the complex language of a century-old
translation of the Dutch text “Nabij God te Zijn” (1908) to reveal
the heart of Abraham Kuyper’s meditations in vivid words.

Find and purchase these books and others online at:

www.dordt.edu/dordt_press

“Studying religion and theology is not just an intellectual discipline. In my case, studying
theology was a matter of life,” said Dordt College Theology Professor Dr. Jay (Jai-Sung) Shim.
“Theology is not dead or just found in
the old history books, it still matters in
today’s life,” Shim says.
Shim’s Reformed Christian perspective
and dedication to teaching has earned
him this year’s John Calvin Award from
Dordt College. The award is given
annually to a Dordt faculty member
who is chosen from nominations given
by graduates and faculty.
“Dr. Shim has a love for the study and
application of Calvinistic theology and
the broader Reformed doctrines,” said
one of the students. “The lessons he
taught in several courses encouraged
me to look deeper at the core values
of my faith and how that relates to
interacting with others. Those lessons
also directed me back to centralizing
the Word in my calling and in my
personal devotions.”
Another wrote how having a similar
background to Shim, as native Koreans
who grew up in the Catholic Church,
helped build a meaningful foundation
for discussions on faith.
“Through this class my eyes were
opened. I began to understand and
take to heart a Reformed worldview.
Professor Shim took time to explain
Calvinism and made me want to grow
in it more,” said the student. “Professor
Shim was a great model of Calvin’s
teachings and the Reformed worldview.”

“I loved that topic because I was
struggling among many different
Christian traditions: Catholic,
Presbyterian, Pentecostal, and now
Reformed. All these four traditions were
mixed up in my mind, and I couldn’t say
which one was right,” he said.
To answer questions about his faith
from his family and former parish
priest, Shim was forced
to dig deeply into the
scriptures. “I couldn’t find
good answers about the
differences between
us, but I found them in
Reformed theology. I
didn’t find all the answers
to all the questions that I
was bombarded with, but
I found a good foundation
from which I could
build my
answers.”

His journey also led him back to Korea
where he taught from 2000 to 2004.
Shim began teaching at Dordt College
in 2004. In addition to his teaching,
Shim has played an important role
in Dordt’s international student
and off-campus programs, building
relationships with international
students, especially those from Korea.
This year nearly 60 international
students studied at Dordt.
“This is my extra work; it takes a lot of
energy, but I love doing it,” he says.
Teaching Reformed theology and
building international relationships with
students are important to Shim because
they allow him to interact with others
traveling a similar journey to his.
“I am so appreciative of those who
have taught me, and now it is my turn
to relay this to other people in a
relevant way. This is not only my
profession; it is my personal
mandate.”
SARAH VANDER PLAATS ( ’05)

ZAC EDENS (’12)

Shim’s Reformed perspective took
many years of study to develop. Having
grown up in a Catholic home in South
Korea, he journeyed to the U.S. when
he was 24 to study graphic design
in Los Angeles. There he attended a
Presbyterian church, but eventually

decided to enroll at a Pentecostal Bible
College where he studied theology for
three and a half years. One semester
before graduating, Shim decided that
he couldn’t follow that path any further
and transferred to Calvin College
in Michigan where he majored in
philosophy. It was there that he first
learned about Reformed Christian
theology. He continued his education
at Calvin Theological Seminary, earning
his Ph.D. in historical/systematic
theology.

news

professor shim receives
John calvin award
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news

English Professor
Dr. Leah Zuidema’s
article “Making
Space for Inquiry:
Inquiry as Stance in
an Online Induction
Network” appeared
in the Journal of Teacher Education
(63.2 (2012): 132-146).
Zuidema also gave two conference
presentations: “Learning to
Assess: The Resources Pre-Service
Teachers Use to Read and Respond
to Writing,” at the Conference
on College Composition and
Communication in St. Louis, March
23, 2012, and “‘I’m a Writer’: How
Writing Experiences Matter when
Teachers Assess Writing and Design
Instruction” at the American
Educational Research Association
Annual Meeting, April 14, 2012.
History Professor
Dr. Paul Fessler
has given several
presentations:
• “Los Mets, New
York, and Fans:
A Case Study of
Ethnicity, Business, and Fandom
within Major League Baseball, 19802010,” at the Hofstra University
Academic Conference on The 50th
Anniversary of the New York Mets,
Long Island, N.Y., April 28, 2012.
• “Staff Ride Pedagogy and the Civil
War: The Battle of Wilson’s Creek,”
for Project Clio: Iowa and the Civil
War, Des Moines, Iowa, April 14,
2012.
• “Fantasy Sports and Gaming in
Post-WWII America: From Strat-omatic board games to Yahoo Fantasy
Football online” at the Popular
Culture Association/American
Culture Association National
Conference in Boston, April 11,
2012.
• “Reacting to the Past,
Engagement and Wisdom: An
Integrated Approach for Christian
General Education Courses” at
Educating for Wisdom in the 21st
Century University, 2011 Baylor
Symposium on Faith and Culture at
Baylor University, October 2011.

12

deb hulstein

Faculty Bits

Dordt basketball fans are a multi-talented group. They gave their expertise and muscle to residents
of Branson to help clean up after the tornado that struck there.

defender fans earn
their own fans
D

espite a disappointing end for the
Dordt College Defender Basketball
team at the NAIA Nationals in Branson,
Missouri, the team and its fans had a
significant impact on Branson.
Tornadoes that struck the week before
the tournament left mounds of rubble
and piles of clean-up. Capitalizing on
the fact that fans would have free time
between games, college personnel put
out a call for a clean-up crew.
Dordt coordinated its efforts with the
First Presbyterian Church in Branson.
On Wednesday, March 7, 25 volunteers
showed up on the morning of the Dordt/
Cal-Maritime game and worked in two
different locations. On Thursday, March
8, the group increased to 55 volunteers,
but heavy rain caused the work to end
earlier than expected.
“We were overwhelmed by people’s
willingness to show up—even in the
rain,” said Barb Mellema, one of the
coordinators for the cleanup and Dordt
College Director of Annual Giving.
“Everybody came and worked anyway.”
The crew cleaned up debris, repaired
the roof, windows, and steps on a
woman’s home, and filled dumpsters
with the remains of a house demolished

noteworthy
Last week, many of the parents, alumni and
other fans of your men’s basketball team were
in Branson to support your team in the NAIA DII
National Tournament at College of the Ozarks.
I observed this wonderful group of people,
young and old, as they stood on the lawn of
the Chamber to pray before they headed to
the areas that they were assigned to clean and
help recover from this tornado. It was such
a touching sight and I just want them all to
know how much we, as a town, appreciate their
willingness to give of their time and efforts here.
I personally met and talked with several of your
fans, and was so impressed with their desire
to spend their time in Branson helping others.
Before last week, I had never heard of Dordt
College. I looked at your website and found the
words “Find Your Place in God’s World”… and
I believe many of your students, their parents,
alumni and other fans have done just that.
May Dordt College be blessed for leading all of
those there to “find their place in God’s world.”
Thanks so much for being a blessing to us in
Branson!
-from a note sent by the information services
coordinator in Branson.

from the storm. Some brought
chainsaws to help clear the area of
downed trees.

S

everal athletes posted notable
performances this spring, setting
new career marks and earning national
recognition.

 Briana Vander woude (junior; Clara

City, Minnesota) had a record-setting
day at the GPAC Outdoor Track and Field
Championships on May 5. She was named
Outstanding Performer of the Meet,
adding to her many indoor track and
field honors. Vander Woude set a meet
record of 19-8.75 in the long jump and a
school record of 5-7.25 in the high jump.
She also set a Dordt 100-meter hurdles
record of :14.47. Vander Woude earned
26 points at the meet with first-place
finishes in the hurdles and long jump and
a third-place finish in the high jump.
Earlier this spring, Vander Woude
competed in the pentathlon at the
Drake Relays against athletes from the
NCAA Division I level and unattached
performers. Vander Woude finished sixth
in the invite-only event.
nic Pfeiﬂe (junior; Edgerton, Minnesota)
and Katie Bonnema (sophomore; Ireton,
Iowa) both claimed GPAC titles in the
400 meters. Pfeifle set a school record
of :47.56. He finished first in the event
at the Sioux City Relays and was third
against NCAA Division I competition at
the Kansas Relays in mid-April. Bonnema
set a school record in the women’s 400
with a time of :56.45 and anchored the 4
x 400 team for the GPAC title.

RYAN BAKER

Travis Dekkers (senior; Hawarden, Iowa)
leaves the Dordt baseball program as

the all-time hits leader with 174 base
hits, breaking the previous record by
19. His name appears in most offensive
categories: most doubles (42), secondmost total bases (247), and third-most
runs batted in (96). As the everyday first
baseman, he recorded 1077 outs, setting
a record that shattered the previous mark
of 692. Dekkers played in 158 out of 160
games during his career.
Also this baseball season, Lucas Carls
(sophomore; Windsor, Colorado) recorded
14 strikeouts in a 1-0 win over Concordia
in GPAC play. That was the highest on
record since a 1972 performance by Guy
De Haan with 15 strikeouts in a single
game. Carls was named second-team AllGPAC at the conclusion of the season.
Megan Huizenga (senior; Zeeland,
Michigan) played in all 162 games for the
Defenders during her four-year softball
career and had 148 hits. She claimed
first-team All-GPAC honors this season
and leaves the Defender program with 36
doubles (second all-time) 12 homeruns
(fourth all-time), and 89 runs batted in
(fourth all-time).
Renae Visser (freshman; Sunnyside,
Washington) became the first Dordt
women’s golfer to earn All-GPAC honors.
Visser finished 11th in the GPAC fourround meet with a 361 and finished
the season with a 90.0 average over 13
rounds this fall and spring.
Ryan Kamp (senior; Tinley Park, Illinois)
worked his way over the season to a 7th
place finish in the GPAC four-round event.

Kamp earned All-GPAC honors and had a
76.5 scoring average over 15 rounds.

news

defenders leave it all
on the field (and track)
shawn Keizer (junior, Sioux Center,
Iowa) was named one of two recipients
of the national A.O. Duer Award. The
Duer Award recognizes a junior athlete
who excels in character, playing ability,
and scholarship. The award is named
after former NAIA executive director
Al Duer, who promoted the integration
of education and sport in the NAIA.
Candidates must achieve a minimum
grade point average of 3.75.

subscribe to dordt defender email
updates at http://list.dordt.edu/mailman/
listinfo/sportsupdate

Keizer has been a part of the Dordt
basketball program for three seasons,
played in all 96 games, and scored 543
points. A biology major, he plans to
attend medical school after graduating.
He has a 3.96 GPA and earned NAIA
Daktronics Scholar-Athlete honors this
season. Keizer is the first Dordt College
student-athlete to win the Duer Award.
Dordt’s hockey club, the Blades, will
join the Mid-America Collegiate Hockey
Association next season. Schools in the
West division of the conference are Iowa,
Iowa State, University of WisconsinPlatteville, Missouri State, Kansas,
Nebraska, and Dordt.
MIKE BYKER ( ’92)
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Schaap leaves teaching but will keep up his prolific writing
Dr. James C. Schaap always expected to
be a teacher, but it was basketball that
was on his mind when he arrived at Dordt
as a freshman.

doug burg

news

It’s all about awe
“I hadn’t thought much further than
that I’d coach basketball and teach
something,” he says.

That context has given him material and
an environment for his writing. Over
the years he’s written 25 books, penned
numerous essays and stories, delivered
countless speeches, and more recently,
posted daily blog reflections. His books
range from novels to devotionals to
commissioned works. Several have been
published in German, Dutch, French, or
Korean. His speeches range from homilies
to keynotes. His blog entries range from
cultural commentary to giving thanks.

Today Schaap remembers the spot on the
sidewalk north of the old administration
building where it occurred to him that
teaching English was what he wanted
to do. He was enrolled in a class with
a thoughtful junior with whom he
frequently discussed Emerson’s writings.
“I was quite taken with Emerson and as
a result of our conversations, I began
to think ‘I could do this all the time if I
taught English,’” he says.

For some of his years at Dordt, Schaap
opted to reduce his teaching load to have
more time to write. He was grateful for
the time—and he was productive. But a
writer needs to live to write. Teaching
and the opportunities it offered helped
him be a better writer.

Five weeks of student teaching—all that
was required in 1970—made him realize
he’d made the right choice.
“I saw that I could get kids to listen,” he
says.
Following graduation, he began teaching
high school in southwestern Wisconsin
and loved it. He taught English, coached
basketball, and took on the newspaper
and the play. He recalls dressing up as
Jonathon Edwards and dividing
his classroom between males and
females as he delivered Edwards’
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God.” Shortly after he took a
position in a large Arizona school,
he was named teacher-of-the-year.
Helping students find ways to
connect to literature is what made
and still makes teaching exciting
for Schaap.
“I am increasingly less interested in
having students know about iambic
pentameter than learn wisdom,” he says.
“I want them to understand that studying
literature is not just school work, it’s
about life,” he says.
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“I’m deeply and powerfully Kuyperian
Reformed,” he says. He became
committed to Dordt College. He also
grew to love the prairie around it.

When the opportunity came to teach at
Dordt after only a short time in Arizona,
Schaap’s principal urged him to stay, but
the prospect of having more time to do
his own writing was the stronger pull.
He had also watched the head basketball
coach, an African American, talk directly

“Hemingway said that writing needs to
be a part time job—you can’t just sit and
write,” Schaap says, agreeing.
Many of Schaap’s stories begin with an
anecdote “that pleads to be embellished,”
something he’s noticed or heard.

If my students for these last 35 years at Dordt College
don’t learn to be awed by grace, by the wonders of
this world he loves so greatly, by his omnipotence, his
sovereignty, his kingship, then I’ve not done my job.
—James C. Schaap

to two African American freshmen in a
way that no white coach could.
“I wanted to be able to talk that way to
the people of my tribe,” he says today.
That’s why he’s given 36 years of his life
to teaching at Dordt College.

“I need two things to play with—the
anecdote and something else about a
person,” Schaap says about his writing
process. From there he creatively weaves
experiences and events into stories and
continued on page 16

a faculty reflection

Swan Song VII—The Class at Highland
T

oday, in two vans, I’m taking 23
writing students to a ghost town
10 miles west of Sioux Center. What’s
left on a rise in the earth is a couple of
grassy acres surrounded by pine trees,
otherwise rare as hen’s
teeth on the edge of
the plains. Inside stand
a couple dozen grave
sites and a remarkable
indentation in the
earth, the shadowy
outline of a church
so tiny that I can hardly get all 23 kids
inside. I’ve taken classes out there for 15
years. We’re going again this morning, for
the last time.
There’s nothing flat about the plains. We
have no mountains, no escarpments, no
canyons—except maybe what you can
find tucked away in the Black Hills. To
some, the place may seem altogether
featureless, but it’s not. The nearly
boundless expanse of the plains tends,
almost shamelessly, to feature anything
that sits or stands upon it, like the old
iconic windmills. The literature of the
homesteading era often includes stories
of madness, people losing it all in the
sheer emptiness, nowhere to hide.
The best adjective may be undulating—a
sweet word full of soft, rolling vowels
no less gentle than its consonants, a
word that ends in a song. But I may be
romanticizing; there really is nothing
cushy about where we live. While a
sunset can spread a masterful palette of

colors out over what seems half the earth
and more open sky than you can imagine,
the plains are not for aesthetes.
There’s so much prairie, so much not to
see, that I’ve loved taking my writing
classes here to make sure they don’t
miss it. What I love about old Highland
is its lofty position on the landscape: up
a knoll, at the corner of two dissecting
gravel roads that fall away from the
intersection like unfurling ribbons of
dust. To the west sits the quintessential
American vision—endless waves of
rolling land flowing into a horizon often
indistinguishable from the heavens.
None of my students is thrilled to be
there. The Iowa kids have grown up on
the prairie; they’d just as soon leave.
West-coast kids haven’t come to school
here because they lusted for some Great
Plains experience. As much as they enjoy
getting out of the classroom, they harbor
serious concerns about the sanity of
the prof when he parks the van at the
cemetery and says, “This is the place.”
“Here we are,” I say. “Find a place to
sit and fill up some paper.” They stand
poised between the gravestones of a
long-gone, slivery fragment of human
civilization and the liquid dreaminess of
endless prairie landscape west, and the
place takes their breath away. The place
is so empty it’s eerie, so expansive it
diminishes them.
That’s when they really “see” the world
they inhabit.

news

Soundings
The older I get, the more I believe in the
sheer necessity of stunning moments of
bewonderment. We can argue about the
goals of a Christian education—a system
I’ve forever been a part of—but for me,
having students stop and see the endless
expanse of prairie is the closest I can
come to teaching what should be one
of Christian education’s most dedicated
requirements—sheer awe. I want them
simply to look, to see, and to feel with
their pens.
I don’t have to tell them to work. You
don’t need a mountain top for a spiritual
experience. A prairie will do.
I want my students to see God’s own
immensity in the expansive landscape.
I want them to feel small in the wide,
wide world he’s given us just a mile or
two down the road. I want them to see
and to smile, to listen to the whispers of
the Holy Ghost. Just for a moment, I want
them to be still and to know that he is
God.
This morning we go again. The temps will
be great, the morning a blessing. This
will be the last time for them.
But not for me.

JAMES C. SCHAAP WROTE SEVERAL “SWAN
SONGS” IN HIS BLOG THIS YEAR, REFLECTING
ON HIS CAREER AS A PROFESSOR.
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part timers
are old
timers too

Teaching let
Schaap be a
better writer

t’s not unusual for Dordt College employees to stick around
for decades. What may surprise some is that this doesn’t just
apply to full-time staff. This spring, three people that decades
of students and faculty would identify with a particular office
retired. They’re not unusual for part timers at Dordt.

essays—often long before anyone else in the time zone is
stirring.

I

Gidge Meyer has been the Teacher Resource
Center (TRC) Coordinator in the John and
Louise Hulst Library for 32 years. “Gidge has
been a quiet but mighty contributor to Dordt’s
Teacher Education Program,” says Education
Department Chair Dr. Tim Van Soelen.

Gidge Meyer

“Gidge Meyer has been an incredible asset to my teaching!”
adds Education Professor Gwen Marra. “She has a wealth of
knowledge regarding children’s literature and curriculum and
she helps everyone needing assistance. She often anticipates
what books I would like pulled for the courses I teach. I
sometimes wonder if she reads my mind!”

K. Rynders

Karen Rynders has been a welcoming and
friendly face in the music department office for 22 years.

“She is beloved by students and faculty alike, particularly by
our adjunct faculty who come in for their limited schedule of
teaching and find Karen’s helpfulness and warmth especially
accommodating,” says Professor Bradley Miedema.
“Karen served with passion for music and concern for both
students and faculty,” adds Dr. Karen DeMol. “It is telling of
that when alumni come back to visit the music department,
they want not only to visit with the music teachers, but also
with Mrs. Rynders.”
Edy Van Essen has worked in the Dordt College
bookstore for 27 years.
“Edy not only goes above and beyond to help
her co-workers and customers, she has adapted
to the rapidly changing textbook industry and
Edy Van Essen
the fast-paced changes in technology,” says
Bookstore Manager Lora De Vries. Her co-workers agree,
“Edy has been willing to go the extra mile to get things
accomplished, and she has always been gracious to coworkers, professors, and students. She will be greatly missed.”
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“I’m a strong believer in the fact that the mind continues to
work during the night,” he says. Partly because he’s had to
squeeze in time to write while teaching, he often thinks about
an idea before he falls asleep and then gets up between 4:30
and 5:00 to write. It usually works. The words spill onto his
computer screen as fast as he can type.
Schaap has also learned to take the time to sit and look. For
the past seven years, Saturday dawns find him driving or
tromping through the countryside, usually with his camera,
capturing in his mind and in photographs God’s amazing
creation.
“What I wish to leave with my students—more than anything
else is awe,” said Schaap. “I want my students to be awed by
the sure knowledge that only He is God and we are not.”
Schaap is retiring, but he’ll be working as hard as ever. He
needs to keep writing—something his readers will be pleased
to hear.

“The TRC wouldn’t be what it is without her
tireless efforts, her commitment to developing
a quality collection, and her strong service
attitude,” says Library Director Sheryl Taylor.

They all will.

continued from page 14

Sally Jongsma

writing reunion
Pat ( Leep, ’82) Vander Ploeg was in Dr. James Schaap’s first English
101 class in 1979. She was also in one of his classes this year, his
last at Dordt. For years, Vander Ploeg had wanted to redeem the
poor grade she received in her first class with Schaap. She tried to
take the same 101 class. It was full, so she took an advanced writing
class.
“It was a delight. I thank God for the opportunity to take this class
before he retired. I have been blessed to have been in his classes and
to learn from him,” she says.
Many things changed between Vander Ploeg’s two classes with
Schaap: wall phones with cords became cell phones, typewriters
became computers, face-to-face conversations became posts
to Facebook, mainly white, Dutch CRC students became a more
ethnically diverse student body. Vander Ploeg changed too. Her
blond hair has changed to white—and she now really wants to learn
to write.
Schaap, too, had changed. He had considerably less hair and was
no longer the young, eager professor welcoming his first college
students. But his love for teaching and for his subject was just as
strong.

doug burg

david zwart
earns ph.d.
istory Professor David Zwart
(’99) was awarded his Ph.D.
from Western Michigan University
this spring for his dissertation titled
“Faithful Remembering: Constructing
Dutch America in the Twentieth
Century.”

For the past six and one half years Brenda Miedema Winkler has served as the Patient Navigator at
the June E. Nylen Cancer Center in Sioux City, Iowa.

Winkler spans
three presidencies
B

renda (Miedema) Winkler attended
Dordt College under all three
presidents. She began in the fall of 1974
when Rev. B. J. Haan was president and
the college consisted of a few simple
red brick buildings surrounded by lots
of open space. East Hall was the newest
residence, and even after unloading
all of their clothing and favorite
possessions, most students still had
room to spare!
“It was common to see Rev. Haan
strolling through the campus or standing
in the Commons during mealtimes,
meeting students and getting to know
them,” she says.
When Winkler returned to college
in 1992, the campus had grown and
expanded its programs to include
majors like business, agriculture, and
engineering. Dr. J. B. Hulst’s succession
to Haan seemed a natural progression
from his role as Dean of Students during
Winkler’s first time at Dordt.
“He was always friendly,” she says.
Returning to Dordt as an adult, though,
was not always easy. To non-traditional
students other students can be scary,
and Winkler found she relied more
on the support and mentoring of her
professors than her fellow students.

“However, as I got to know the students
in my classes, I found them to be
friendly and accepting,” she says. “Group
projects in almost every class ensured
that this happened sooner rather than
later.”
What began as “taking a class” in
1992 evolved into a bachelor of social
work degree. During this time, Hulst
announced his retirement and Dr. Carl
Zylstra, a pastor in the community, was
appointed the third president of Dordt
College.
“It was a happy moment when he
presented me with my diploma in
1998, exactly 20 years after my original
graduating class!” she says.
Winkler returned to the Dordt classroom
one more time—as a member of the
social work faculty, teaching alongside
professors who had been her professors
and teaching children of classmates
from her first years at Dordt.
“I am proud to be a Dordt graduate and
am grateful for all the opportunities and
experiences I had there—and for the
leadership of all three presidents,” says
Winkler.

news

H

“I looked at why and
how Dutch Americans
in the 20th Century
stuck together,” says
Zwart. As white Anglo
David Zwart
Protestants they could
have assimilated into the culture
very easily, but they didn’t—at least
not between 1920 and 1970. Zwart
believes that it is because of their
institutions—the churches and
schools, in particular—that helped
them remain a unique ethnic group in
the North American melting pot.
“To be a Dutch American you needed
to be part of these institutions,” he
says. Their institutions grew out of
their theology; as God’s covenant
people they were called to be faithful,
and being faithful meant establishing
and maintaining institutions through
which they could live their lives in
ways that honored God.
It was also a way to navigate the
broader culture. Through these
institutions, they “constructed their
narrative” about who they were
through commemorations and
celebrations of the past—church
anniversaries, Tulip Festivals, etc.
Zwart has likely read more church
anniversary commemorative booklets
than anyone else as he tried to
understand how Dutch Americans
talked about themselves. As
commitment to institutions declines
Zwart believes it is important for
Christians—Dutch American ones too—
to continue to tell their stories about
what it means to be a Christian.
“Understanding our story matters for
how we act,” he says.

Sally Jongsma
Sally Jongsma
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A Vision Lived

a look back with dr. carl e. zylstra
It was the people who originally drew Dr. Carl Zylstra to the college.

I

n seminary I noticed that Dordt
alumni were enthusiastic and
passionate about their sense of
Christian mission; they were diligent,
committed, and had their heads on
straight,” Zylstra says.
He noticed the same things as a pastor.
“Their vision and enthusiasm for serving
as Christians whether they were lawyers
or secretaries was evident. They made
great church members.”
As a pastor in Orange City, Iowa, just 12
miles from Dordt College, he had faculty,
staff, and students as parishioners, and
he served on Dordt’s board of trustees.
The college continued to impress him
and when his children were ready, he was
happy they chose Dordt.
“Our alumni from the 1950s on share an
understanding of and commitment to
Dordt’s covenant kingdom perspective,
believing that they need to live in
obedience to God’s Word,” he says.

to build and strengthen Christian higher
education.
Zylstra likens Dordt to a boot camp,
training people for the bigger world.
“I’m always amazed. I meet Christians
all around the world who know about
Dordt College,” he says. As Dordt’s third
president and its first non-founder
president, he committed, in his inaugural
address, to helping Dordt College “Live
the Vision” and share that vision. He
clearly saw himself as a transitional
president, although he was not clear at
outset what that would mean.
“You need to make your vision
sustainable, putting in place the
structures that will allow it to thrive
and deepen,” he says. “I came to believe
that what got us to where we are now
won’t get us where we want to be in the
future,” he adds.
During Zylstra’s tenure as president,
Dordt College matured—in facilities,

As his contacts grew, he says,
“I saw inside Dordt College
and saw that this kind of place
didn’t just happen. It grew
out of a strong community
focused on the need for
life-engaging service in the
name of Christ.” He gradually
became more involved in that
—Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, on Dordt’s academic program
community and, when Dr. John
B. Hulst decided to retire, he
was asked to apply and gladly agreed.
faculty, administrative structure, and

I don’t know of any other
place that has a Core
Program that so reflects its
educational vision.

“I’m a planner,” says Zylstra, “but I
never planned or even aspired to be a
college president.” Today he feels that
he’s not only been given the privilege of
helping build Christ’s kingdom but also
of developing gifts he didn’t realize he
had, in particular, helping communicate
and connect with people internationally
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student body. The curricular program
grew, both in its Core and its options.
Programs in areas such as nursing,
criminal justice, youth ministry, graphic
design, construction management,
and actuarial science were introduced.
Football was added, as was the Kuyper
Scholars Program. The Campus Center
and new residence halls were built.

Young faculty members were hired.
Zylstra is proud of Dordt’s comprehensive
education that involves every aspect
of students’ lives, both in class and
out, because of its conviction that
education is for holistic service. He has
often referred to this approach as 24/7
education.
“It’s a powerful vision that gave rise to
this college on a mink farm,” he says.
He’s been committed to maintaining and
developing that vision.
Zylstra believed that one of his main
responsibilities was to be the guardian of
the values of the institution. He’s been
told by a fellow college president that
instead of moving away, Dordt seems to
be moving closer to its faith base.
Zylstra also was an advocate for and
helped make a place for Christian higher
education by assuming leadership roles
in a variety of educational and political
organizations. In the process he’s helped
give Dordt College “a place at the table.”
He hopes he has helped draw others’
attention and respect to Dordt College,
just as others from Dordt drew him in.
Zylstra will remain an encourager and
counselor for those who are leading
Christian institutions around the world.
He’ll also serve as the executive director
of ARIHE, the Association for Reformed
Institutions of Higher Education, and
coordinate ARIHE’s Global Summit.
As he leaves the presidency of Dordt
College, Zylstra hopes future members
of the Dordt community will say that as
the college matured and grew and moved
into sustainable adulthood, it not only
kept its mission, but it became even more
focused on that mission.
SALLY JONGSMA

in their words

Dr. Rockne M. McCarthy, former vice
president for academic affairs
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Dr. Zylstra demonstrated an abiding
concern for the integrity of Dordt’s
distinct Reformed vision for Christian
higher education.

Carl has been one of a small group of
CCCU presidents who are extremely
active in the national higher education
movement. He monitors major higher
education issues, studies them
thoroughly, speaks to the issues wisely,
and as a result he has been a highly
respected spokesperson for Christian
higher education in the broader higher
education community.
Dr. Paul R. Corts, president of the Council of
Christian Colleges and Universities
I was impressed with his ability to quickly
grasp complicated projects and provide
succinct summaries that a lay person
could easily understand.
Joe D. Van Tol, former chair of the board
and co-chair of the Vision 2020 Campaign
Dr. Zylstra is a gifted and wise leader,
highly respected among and by
presidents of other Christian colleges
and universities. His expertise on
governmental and legal issues has been
greatly admired by his peers.
Dr. David Dockery, president of Union
University
Dr. Zylstra has enthusiastically promoted
Reformed Christian higher education
throughout his presidency. The college’s
reputation and the quality of education
have prospered under his leadership.
Gail Jansen, former chair of the board of
trustees
Dr. Zylstra’s concern for Dordt was
always in the forefront when dealing
with students, faculty, board, and
constituents. Thank you, Dr. Zylstra, for
your leadership these past 16 years. May
God bless you and Gloria as you move
into a new phase of your life.
Herb Korthuis, donor and member of the
presidential search committee
DOUG BURG
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graduating
teachers

pds interns have a leg up
Professional Development Schools (PDS) are the
future of teacher education, many educators believe.

T

he Dordt College teacher
education program is one of a
small but growing number of
programs that is embracing this model
as a way to prepare future teachers. The
PDS weds theory and practice; it helps
professional teachers grow; it offers
opportunities for co-teaching; and it
improves K-12 learning.
“The experience is so much more rich,”
says veteran teacher and mentor Taryn
Van’t Hul of Rock Valley Christian School.
When asked about the impact it’s had
on her classroom, she says, “It’s been
big.” The PDS internship not only gave
her Dordt intern, Kati Marsh, nearly the
equivalent of a year of teaching before
she graduates, but it’s been a tremendous
benefit to Van’t Hul and her students.
Rock Valley Christian School Principal
Brad Vis describes the partnership
between his school and Dordt’s PDS as a
“huge blessing.” Besides giving student
interns an opportunity to get more
classroom experience before they lead
their own classrooms, the school has
been able to meet more needs of more
children; they’ve been better able to keep
up to date on new educational ideas,
strategies, and technologies; they’ve had

help with extracurricular programs and
Dr. Patricia Kornelis leads the three-year
events. The only slightly rocky spots have
PDS pilot program in which student
been the occasional scheduling conflicts
interns have been placed at Rock Valley
between college and elementary
school calendars. And the only
people with negative feelings may
be the substitute teachers who
get called less frequently because
PDSs are often compared to teaching hospitals, which
there are two teachers in several
are also hybrid institutions created in the early 20th
classrooms who help cover for
century. As practicing professions, both teaching
others.
and medicine require a sound academic program and

teaching hospital

“I am extremely glad that I took
advantage of this opportunity,”
says Brian Verwolf of Jenison,
Michigan. “I feel like I’m already a
teacher.”
Kati Marsh of Chino, California,
echoes Verwolf’s comment and
says, “This program has added to
my workload but it’s been worth
it. I was able to take what I was
doing in the classroom into my
college courses and apply what I
know. It made my college learning
more relevant and practical.” Marsh
spent 260 hours in the classroom
just during the first semester, in
contrast to about 60 that she would
have spent with the traditional student
teaching model.

intense clinical preparation. The teaching hospital
was designed to provide such clinical preparation
for medical students and interns; PDSs serve the
same function for teacher candidates and in-service
faculty. Both settings provide support for professional
learning in a real-world setting in which practice
takes place.
From the website of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE)

First Grade teacher Taryn Van’t Hul was an invaluable mentor for
senior Kati Marsh (opposite page) this year.
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and the resulting effects on both student
and intern learning are significant.

In the PDS model, education students
spend a whole year in a classroom
instead of a semester in one or two
classrooms. All PDS interns begin the

The way the mentor–intern teams work
varies from one pair to the next. Kornelis
considers how an intern and a teacher’s
personality might mesh and then mentor/
teachers interview student applicants to
be as sure as they
can that it can be
a good working
partnership. Marsh
says she and Van’t
Hul “clicked” from
the start.

“I think kids learn better when they know
you well and know what to expect,” says
Verwolf.

“You both have to be dedicated to it
to make it work, but it is worth it.”
—PDS intern Katie Marsh

year with their students. As co-teachers,
they’re there for opening day as well as
for pre-service meetings; they prepare
bulletin boards and participate in parentteacher conferences; sometimes they
even coach and lead chapel.

“It’s amazing what can happen with
two teachers in the room,” says Van’t
Hul. Teaching to individual students’
specific needs is great in theory; it’s
even better when you have the time to
make it work. Van’t Hul, who has a small
class of only 12 this year, has found that
both students who excel and those who
struggle have benefitted from Marsh’s
presence because there is always one
teacher available to look out for and
address individual needs that arise during
a lesson.
Although they can do more for their
students in this approach, it takes
more of Van’t Hul’s time too. She must
continually make time to talk with Marsh
about things to consider and watch out
for and ways to approach a lesson.

JAMIN VER VELDE (’99)

“My students will say that they have two
teachers,” says Van’t Hul, who teaches
first grade. The relationships that grow

“I knew we were going to work well
together, and it has been proven through
the year,” she says. “We’ve almost
learned to read each other’s minds and
often finish each other’s sentences,” she
adds. During the first semester when
Marsh was in Van’t Hul’s classroom four
mornings a week and taking a full load of
courses at Dordt, she participated mainly

as a paraprofessional. Although they
spent a great deal of time talking about
the lessons, Van’t Hul took the lead in
developing the lessons they would both
teach. Second semester Marsh has taken
more of the lead. Throughout the year
they’ve spent a considerable amount of
time teaching collaboratively.

FeaTuRes

Christian School. Next year, Dordt
College education interns will teach
not only at Rock Valley Christian but
also at Sioux Center Christian School,
Sioux Center Middle School, and a new
preschool run by Dordt College.
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jamin Ver velde (’99)

Brian Verwolf has developed such a strong relationship with the students at Rock Valley Christian School that they’ve asked him to speak at graduation.

pds will expand next year
I have to take work home that I would
otherwise do during breaks and PE and
music time,” she says. “You both have to
be dedicated to it to make it work, but it
is worth it.”
Verwolf and his mentor Kristy Van Beek
teach seventh-grade mathematics and
science. They have alternated taking the
lead in lesson planning and teaching.
“There were no set answers about how
to do this, so it was a little difficult at
the beginning,” says Verwolf. He and Van
Beek met each morning before school,
during breaks, and during prep periods to
plan their strategy. Like Marsh, Verwolf
did more assisting during the first
semester and more lead teaching during
the second semester.
“Linking theory and practice in a more
concrete way has been so exciting,”
says Kornelis. But like anything else
that is worthwhile, there is a learning
curve. It takes time to learn how to work
collaboratively.
“Working collaboratively looks so good
on paper, but old ways of doing things
can easily take over,” she says: Teachers
rely on professors to tell them how to
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proceed; interns rely on teachers to
tell them what to do. “As professors we
have some great ideas that don’t always
translate into reality. It takes a lot of trust
and vulnerability to communicate so that
we can all get where we want to be,” says
Kornelis.
Kornelis has thrown herself into
the program, working closely with
professionals at RVCS to build a program
that serves everyone—Dordt students,
RVCS teachers, RVCS students, and the
Dordt College education program. Dordt
education students are learning that
some things don’t work as they thought
they would or should, and in the process
they’re getting experience that will put
them a step ahead when they get their
own classroom next year.
Teachers and schools are benefitting not
only from extra hands in the classroom
but also the results of the Action
Research Projects interns do based on
issues, concerns, or needs they find in
their classroom. And even though there
is no hard data outlining improved
performance, everyone involved feels
that the students at RVCS are thriving
within the program.

expanding
Although at present Dordt College education
students must apply to the PDS program
and only a limited number are accepted, the
department hopes to keep expanding the
number. Next year they will place 10 interns
instead of four.
“We’d love to have all students choose this
option,” says Dr. Tim Van Soelen, chair of the
education department. “It helps students
apply the educational theory they’re learning
much more concretely.”
Only three colleges and universities in Iowa
currently have a PDS, but interest is growing.
“I think it may be almost inevitable,” says Van
Soelen. “The Iowa Department of Education is
looking to increase the time student teachers
spend in classrooms, but more time isn’t as
helpful as a higher quality experience.”

“I would recommend this opportunity to
every student teacher who is dedicated
to their studies and their future students,”
says Marsh. “The PDS program really
gives insight into what the first year of
teaching is like.”
Sally Jongsma

the
SENIOR

ENGINEERING
DESIGN

PROJECT

Senior design projects are the culmination of
the engineering major’s career at Dordt College.
Through these projects, they test and demonstrate
their textbook knowledge on “real world” problems.

I

t is very wide-open,” says Dr. Ethan
Brue. “It’s no longer ‘here are the
constraints, solve the problem’ like
it is in textbooks; it’s now ‘here is the
problem, define the
constraints.’”
Dordt engineering seniors
work in teams to tackle a
specific design problem.
They spend their last two
Ethan Brue
semesters working on
projects ranging from a small scale wind
turbine to a biochar cookstove.
Sometimes the projects do not have
clear-cut answers, and sometimes they
take entirely different paths than the
design team first anticipated. Many
students find that they must narrow the
scope of their project to fit within their
two-semester timeframe. And when
problems arise, Dordt’s engineering
professors consult with the students but
allow them to make their own decisions.
“Unforseen problems are one of the few
things that we can count on during the
design process,” says Dr. Kevin Timmer.
“Learning how to do design within the
context of limits is a critical skill for
engineers that may be best developed
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(or anatomy)

of an

mechanics

through practice. As faculty mentors,
we point the design teams in particular
directions and let them wrestle with the
details.”
This year, eleven teams
presented their final
projects to the community
at the end of the year. But,
the professors believe, as
Kevin Timmer interesting and exciting
as the projects and some
of the results are, the presentations
certainly are not the only valuable aspect
of the senior design projects.
“Typically, everyone sees the final
product,” says Brue. “But, most people
don’t see the incredibly valuable learning
experience of dealing with the ups
and downs of real world decisions and
situations that come up in the midst of
the projects.”
This is also where Christian perspective
comes into play, according to Brue:
“senior design projects are so openended that they give students the
latitude to design in a way they feel
restores and develops, in an obedient
way, the technical landscape.”

gathering ideas
Where do senior design projects come from?
Professors gather ideas for senior design
projects. Most are either company-sponsored
or Dordt-sponsored.
“In the summer, we send emails out to our
regional industries, and sometimes to alumni
in the area and even beyond, asking if they
have good ideas for senior design projects
that fit within the scope of a year,” says Dr.
Ethan Brue. They have received ideas from as
far away as Honduras, he adds.
Sometimes students submit their own ideas,
and sometimes the engineering faculty
suggests projects that would benefit the
department. Once the fall semester starts, the
engineering faculty compiles a list of all of
the ideas and submits it to the students, who
then select a project based on what interests
them most.

“God has created a beautifully complex
world,” adds Timmer. “One of my favorite
parts of the design process is struggling
along with our seniors as they apply their
intuition, creativity, and engineering
knowledge to develop responsible
technological solutions to novel
problems.”
Here is a glimpse into the mechanics
of three of this year’s engineering
senior design projects. Each team has
encountered unanticipated problems, has
made project-altering decisions, and has
found different opportunities as a result.
Sarah Groneck ( ’10)
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“Just imagine using the sun to create a
cooling effect,” says Sam Yang. “Isn’t this
a paradox?”

Photo submitted

Solar Cooling

It was this paradox that excited the
team at the beginning of the project.
Bob De Smith, Paul Kleyer, and Sam
Yang envisioned researching absorption
refrigeration and building a unit that ran
entirely on solar energy. But, they soon
ran into snags.
“Our plan was to build a prototype,” says
De Smith. “But, we soon found that it was
hard to design and build it in a semester.”

“Now we’re comparing the different
ways you can harvest solar energy for a
refrigeration system, trying to figure out
which one would be best,” says Kleyer.
The team purchased a small absorption
refrigerator like those found in RVs and
has been running tests ever since.
“We wanted to see our project actually
work, so it’s been kind of a letdown,”
admits Kleyer.
But, Yang says, the project has helped
the team to think globally, because a
solar refrigeration system could provide
opportunities for cooling in developing
countries.
“This technology has a great possibility
to improve the lifestyle, economy, and
community in developing countries,”
says Yang. “Rather than developing
technologies that fulfill our desires
or wants, we are glad to be a part of
unfolding technologies at Dordt that
please God by pleasing our neighbors.”
“And dealing with things that you realize
aren’t going to work and finding ways to
make them work by changing them has
been very helpful,” says Kleyer.
For Sam Yang, who plans to attend
graduate school for sustainable energy,
the senior project will be directly
applicable to his future endeavors.
“With problem sets, there’s always a
right answer,” says De Smith. “With this
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Paul Kleyer, Bob De Smith, and Sam Yang didn’t get to build the prototype they had hoped to, but
they built up a wealth of knowledge they expect to use in graduate school.

Denitrifying Bioreactor

spring,” adds Van Weelden, “we wouldn’t
have been able to do any testing on
it because we needed water to flow
through our reactor after the snow
melted.”

“Nitrates in local surface water in
Northwest Iowa is a large and growing
concern,” says Mark Van Weelden.

But the unusually warm and dry winter
and spring in Northwest Iowa had a
major effect on their plans.

Nitrates, which often find their way into
the local water supply through field
runoff, can threaten the environment
and, in some cases, human health. Van
Weelden and teammates Nathanael
Couperus, Steven DeLawyer, and Luke
Reznecheck were eager to work with
their client, Rural Water Systems # 1 of
Hospers, Iowa, to tackle this problem by
constructing a denitrifying bioreactor.

“The ground is just too dry,” says
Couperus. “We spoke with the director of
Rural Water Systems, and he said this is
the first year he has not seen [water] flow
in the gully in the spring.”

project, we know that there isn’t a certain
right answer.” That’s the way it’s likely to
be for the rest of their lives.

“Our bioreactor is a large stretch of
carbon material—which, in our case,
is woodchips—that the water filters
through,” says Couperus. Water flows
through the bioreactor, where chemical
and biological processes convert the
nitrates into less harmful chemicals.
Last fall the team worked with Rural
Water Sysytems # 1 to build their
bioreactor in a natural gully. They used
sustainable resources and, according
to DeLawyer, made sure to “not disrupt
water flow that would naturally occur.”
“If we had waited to build until this

At first, this seemed like a major problem:
without water flow, the team could
not collect as many samples from the
bioreactor as they first anticipated.
Photo submitted

They had planned to use the solar
collectors on the science building
roof to capture energy but found that
type of collector didn’t reach the high
temperatures they needed.

Mark Van Weelden, Nathanael Couperus, Steven
DeLawyer, and Luke Reznecheck designed and built a
bioreactor for Hospers, Iowa.

However, the situation soon took their
research in a different direction.

boat.”

“Anaerobic means ‘no oxygen,’” adds
DeLawyer.
Most scientists are still unsure how
bacteria affects the nitrogen removal
process, so the growth of bacteria in the
team’s bioreactor could lead to further
study in the future. And because the
bioreactor can effectively remove nitrates
from the water supply for up to 10 years,
future Dordt engineering students or
others could study it for years to come.
The project also gave the team some
experience in project management.

“It went great,” says Buys. “We got him
into the boat. We weren’t by a lake, but
he was in the boat.”

“So, we decided to attach the lift to Mr.
Haan’s trailer, placing him in the boat
before it is in the water,” says Buys.

Haan is satisfied with the lift.

“We checked back with Mr. Haan to make
sure that the design was all right,” says
Buys. “We also spoke with him prior to
fabricating the design.”

The team is glad that their hard work will
now help Haan to enjoy a sport that they,
too, love.

“On other projects, it isn’t a big deal if
something breaks. You just fix it,” says

“It is just what I was hoping for,” he says.

“All of us in this group like sports and
outdoors and fishing, and that’s what
got me into it,” said Buys. “We thought it
would be fun and are glad that we could
help Fred out.”
Sarah Groneck ( ’10)

Photo submitted

“Stewardship principles encourage us
to find ways to care for both the natural
creation and our neighbor,” says Van
Weelden. “This project addresses issues
that affect people from Northwest Iowa
all the way to the Mississippi Delta.”

That idea did not work because they
could not guarantee that the dock would
be stable enough.

After Midwest Metal Works of Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, built the final product,
they were ready to test the lift.

“Working on a bigger project was a
good experience,” says DeLawyer. “In
engineering classes, we usually work on
week-long projects. Having to budget
and manage your resources and time for
a year-long project has been good.”
The senior project has also changed
their opinions on what it means to be
stewardly with God’s creation.

“Our first idea was to attach our lift to a
dock and lift him into the boat when it
was in the water,” says Buys.

Although they performed all of the
necessary safety test calculations on the
computer, members of the team tested
the weight on the crane themselves first.
The initial “test ride” worked, and after a
few minor adjustments, they took their
final product to Haan.

features

As with the others, however, the sailing
wasn’t all smooth for this team. They did
not want to make significant changes to
Haan’s boat, and their initial design did
not go as well as planned.

“In a normal year, we wouldn’t have
had this warmth,” says Couperus. “The
warmth helps bacteria grow to create
anaerobic conditions, which is how the
nitrate reduction reaction happens best.”

Hondred. “When working with a person,
we have to be sure the design withstands
human weight.”

Enhanced Fishing
Boat Access
The introduction to the senior
engineering team’s paper defines this
team’s problem: “Mr. Fred Haan owns a
16-foot fishing boat and enjoys fishing
during the summer. However, a muscular
degenerative disease has rendered him
unable to use his legs, which makes it
nearly impossible for him to get in and out
of his boat safely.”
The solution? Dan Baas, Tyler Buys, James
Hondred, and Brad Trimm designed a lift
for Haan.
“It looks a lot like a crane,” says Hondred.
“It picks him up [without his wheelchair]
and swings him into the right spot in the

Dan Baas, Tyler Buys, James Hondred, and Brad Trimm (right) designed and built a lift for Dordt’s
director of purchasing and copying services, Fred Haan (left).
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how
should
we live?
core 399 takes a new approach
“Core 399 is an interdisciplinary course that encourages you to explore key issues
you will encounter in your life, evaluate them from a Christian perspective,
and live out the values you form. It will help you continue to reflect upon and
develop a Christian worldview for kingdom service.”
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ore 399 has long been an integral
part of Dordt’s curriculum. Some
students and graduates say it’s one of the
best courses they take in college, others
count it among the worst.
Despite these poles, Core 399 remains an
important bookend for training students
to be Christ’s servants in his world in
every part of their lives. And, periodically,
faculty involved in the course re-examine
what they’re doing and how they can do it
better. This year they decided to move to a
problem-based model of learning.
“Our delivery system was mostly one way,”
says Dr. Barb Hoekstra, who serves as the
coordinator for a team of five teacher/
mentors who lead the class of up to 150
students. “It was largely a passive learning
environment.” So Hoekstra, an education
professor, suggested moving to a problembased approach as a way to help
students get more involved with
and take more responsibility for
their learning.
After a unit discussing discipleship,
the class divides into five groups of
about 30 students who then divide
into working groups of five or six.
Each one of these groups spends
a significant part of the semester
answering one of five questions:

as practical a way as possible. “Reformed
Perspective” provides students with some
buzzwords that are easy things to say; but
as guidelines for life, students often find it
to be less helpful. This class tries to move
from buzzwords to guidelines for living.
Howard Schaap: Core 399 could be named
Applied Reformed Perspective. The point
of the course is not to give a refresher in
Reformed perspective but to apply that
perspective. That’s the scary part of the
course. When we give students a topic
like food, the danger is that they’ll say—
and some of them do—“No, the way we
eat really doesn’t matter,” or something
oversimplified like “Our bodies are
temples, so we should eat in a way that
glorifies God.” Really teasing out what
that means, though, is hard work and work
that some students would just as soon not
do.

with varying degrees of knowledge into
conversations about topics that surround
our lives.
Importantly, we attempt to do this as a
fairly large body—125 to 145 people (not
even as big as an average church!)—and
a body of believers. That’s difficult. In a
mass class, some students want to check
out but can’t because they realize the
topics are important. Others do check
out because they feel they can’t affect
things anyway or feel they don’t have the
knowledge or ability to speak up. These
options will remain present throughout
their lives, adding to the need for this
class.
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As I look back on my college experience,
I could have used a course like this.
It would have been good to have my
preconceptions challenged by people I

We hope that they will learn, not to talk like a
Reformed person, but to live like a genuine disciple of
Christ: someone for whom the biblical story shapes
everything they do in every avenue of their life.
—Neal De Roo

• Does God care where we live?

Why is Core 399 important?

• How should Christians eat?

Jan Van Vliet: Upon investigating an
“answer” to each question, students see
how difficult and multi-faceted the issue
is, and how any simple answer is really a
platitudinous one. Because they represent
all disciplines, the mentor group approach
guarantees that students learn from each
other’s emphases and interpretations, but
that there is one common bond bringing
them all together. That bond is Scripture’s
command to obedient discipleship.

• Is poverty the worst form of violence?
• How should we vote?
• What is real, good sex?
Each small group studies and defines the
problem posed by the question, writes
a synopsis of their work, and makes a
presentation that offers both a theoretical
and practical response to the question.
“We’re trying to help them think in broad
ways about today’s challenges,” says
Hoekstra.
How would you describe Core 399?
Neal De Roo: A way to help students think
about what it means to be a disciple in

Howard Schaap: I think Core 399 is an
important course because it’s such a
unique animal. Unlike Core 160, it’s
a multi-disciplinary look at multidisciplinary problems. Most courses
attempt to move toward more specialized
knowledge. This class is a widening out,
an attempt to bring people from all majors

agreed with, disagreed with, or couldn’t
stand, i.e. the body of Christ.
Neal De Roo: This class will hopefully
prepare them to think through, biblically,
issues that will arise in their future lives by
helping them see how to think biblically
through one particular issue. Most
people who take the class are seniors,
meaning soon they will be gone from
Dordt, without easy access to professors
and other older mentors to guide them
through difficult issues.
Jeff Taylor: As students get ready to leave
Dordt and go out into the rest of the
world, it is helpful for them to synthesize
what they have learned and to consider its
application to daily life in its varied forms.
Core 399 can be thought-provoking and
practical for students who want to be
engaged in thought and practice.
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features
Education Professor Barb Hoekstra, the coordinator
for Core 399, helped the team move to a problemsolving approach to understanding issues.

How do you think this year’s approach
worked?
Sheryl Taylor: I think it’s been great! The
students become more engaged with
the issues as they work through these
“problems” on their own, with the help
of a mentor. It’s more work for them, and
not all of them appreciated that because
it requires them to be active participants
in the learning process. But, in the end,
they definitely learn more and hopefully
that learning affects their hearts as well
as their heads.
Neal De Roo: The small group discussions
were a good way to get beyond simplistic
answers. What we have to keep working
at is tying the information they learn
back to how this shapes their thoughts
and actions.
Howard Schaap: It’s an improvement but
still a work in progress. I think students
are surprised that we as professors
actually hold our tongues—at least at
points—and say, “OK, the conversation
is yours now.” That’s a weird experience,
for me and for them, because I know
more on my topic than most of the
students and could cover more material
and avoid problems that come with
researching something on your own: dead
ends, time constraints, etc. Risking bad
conversation is part of the point—how
can they collectively find answers to their
questions and move the conversation in
a direction that will help them prepare
for life post-college, when they will have
to direct the conversation without the
answers of a professor or an institution
surrounding them.
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Does God care
1 Place:
about where we live?

How should
2 Food:
Christians eat?

We started with some key readings,
one of which was a paper by Brian
Walsh and Steven Bouma-Prediger
on “Education for Homelessness or
Homemaking? The Christian College in
a Postmodern Culture,” in which they
argue that we don’t do a good job in
higher education—Christian included—in
preparing students to be “homemakers,”
to be “placed.” Rather, we educate
them to be upwardly mobile which
destroys everything, especially place.
After a couple of periods of readings
and discussion, students choose a
subgroup based on these questions:

We started with some common readings
(“Eating as a Spiritual Discipline,”
“God’s Intention for Food,” and “The
Pleasures of Eating” by Wendell Berry)
and movies (Babette’s Feast and
Food, Inc.). This pushes everyone to
realize that thinking about food is an
important thing for Christians to do—
that our food choices either draw us
in to right relationship with God, his
creation, and our fellow creatures, or
they hurt these relationships. Five subgroups focused on food’s relationship
to economic care, creature care, soul
care, body care, and creation care.

1) What makes for good (or bad)
community?

When the food group presented to
the rest of the Core 399 class, they
brought food to share—from homemade
brownies, breads, and cookies to organic
produce from a CSA farm operated by
Dordt alumni John and Janna Wesselius
(where two of the guys in the food group
worked). It was a great way to make the
topic real.

2) Does God call us to a specific place?
3) How should disciples of Christ think
about living in cities and suburbs?
4) How should disciples of Christ think
about living in small towns/rural areas?
5) How can a disciple live well in a
specific place?

One highlight for me has been when
students learn about examples of
communal living that fundamentally
challenge their ideas about how
we should live. The Local Knowledge

group engaged in some hands-on
practices: one student bought food as
locally as he could; another got to know
a Latino coworker she had been working
with for months without ever knowing; a
third recycled as completely as she could.

A perplexing problem is the difficulty
students have applying Scripture to the
issue. Some students don’t see “place” as
important to Scripture. Some tend toward
proof texting—”the world” is passing
away—or to marginalize place and say,
“Sure, it’s interesting to talk about, but
Scripture doesn’t care about it so it
doesn’t really matter.”
Howard Schaap (English)
was one of two primary
instructors for Core 399.

My favorite response shows that
it made a difference: “My wife and
I have made significant changes
regarding the way we eat. We

prepare good and real food that takes
time to make, but is much healthier for
our bodies. We also make it a priority to
enjoy eating our food; not treat it just as
something to fill us up, but that it can
taste SO good and provide energy in a
way that we hadn’t experienced before.”
The biggest challenge was convincing
students that their food choices matter.
Our culture has convinced us that
food should be cheap and convenient,
especially through the billions spent
on food advertising and marketing, and
we’ve bought in to this. What we don’t
realize, unless we really take the time to
examine the issue, is that the true cost
is far greater than what we pay at the
checkout. And taking a stand against
these problems and living differently as
called disciples is extremely difficult.
Sheryl Taylor, director of the
library, mentored the food
group.

poVerty: is poverty
3
the worst form
of violence?

Last fall, the “Poverty Group” took
an offering for the poor at the large
group presentation. we raised over
$500! The students decided to provide

microfinancing through KIVA; it is being
administered by the Justice Matters Club
here at Dordt. Our first repayment from
someone whom we financed had already
come in by the time the second semester
got underway.
Jan Van Vliet (economics)
mentored the poverty group.

what is real,
5 sex:
good sex?

We spent the first few days looking at
a variety of biblical passages to set a
context. The group also read Revenge of
Conscience: Politics and the Fall of Man
to spark a conversation about the moral
errors of liberalism and conservatism.

As a group we asked what we wanted to
talk about and distilled our thoughts into
five main questions:

Is there one truly Christian view on
social/moral issues such as poverty
or abortion? If so, is there one truly
Christian view on the best public policy
approach to deal with that issue?

3. What’s the difference between chastity
and abstinence?

How should a Christian respond to
a candidate who opposes legalized
abortion but supports unjust wars? Or
the reverse?

5. How is sexuality different for men and
women?

In the United States, is there one political
party that is more truly Christian than the
other? What about third parties?
Is it wise, from a strategic point of view,
for evangelical Christians to give our
allegiance to one party—to put all of our
eggs into one basket?
Is there anyone in contemporary
American politics who resembles
Abraham Kuyper?
Although some students were more open
to thinking about these issues in different
ways than others, I was impressed by

the level of thought and depth of
faith of many students.
Jeff Taylor (political studies)
mentored the politics group.

1. How should we talk about sex?
2. What is sex?

FeaTuRes

We began by defining poverty
as material, spiritual, emotional,
psychological, social, and personal
and addressing each aspect of
this definition. One group studied
the “collective correctives” (state
government, corporate, church, etc.)
to see how effective they are. Another
group examined what we can do as
individuals. A third group examined some
paradoxes: For example, should it change
your response to street people and
panhandlers if you learn that living on
the street and panhandling is a lifestyle
choice? We examined some of these
paradoxes through a variety of media
(e.g., video, classic rock) to determine
how reality squares with the vision. To
get the conversation started, all students
read background material that comes
from both secular and Christian sources.

how
4 politics:
should we vote?

4. How can I be single, sexual, and
Christian at the same time?

The biggest challenge for students seems
to be realizing that it is not just necessary,
but good to talk about sex. In part, this is
because so many Christians have bought
into the myth that sex is just physical,
and, since Christians aren’t supposed
to engage in the physical act of sexual
intercourse until they are married, there is
not much for them to do in regards to sex
until they get married. In fact, the “Sunday
school” answer about sex—it’s good, now
don’t do it until you’re married—leaves
Christians unprepared, both for their lives
as non-married people who are sexual
beings, and for their lives as married
sexual partners.

we tried to provide biblical
guidelines that help people answer,
for themselves, difficult questions

like “how far can I go with my partner and
still be ok with God?”, “Why should I wait
for marriage?”, and “How am I to treat my
husband/wife?” while avoiding superficial
prescriptions that try to lay out a rule
for living but provide no justification for
those rules, and so often prove difficult to
obey in the heat of the moment.
Hopefully, students leave knowing not
just how to talk about sex and why, but
really appreciating what it means to think
about and live biblically sexual lives.
Neal De Roo (philosophy)
was one of two primary
instructors for Core 399.
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where are
they today?
A look at nearly 25 years of
Distinguished Scholar graduates

N

early 150 Distinguished Scholar
Awards have been offered to
academically gifted students
since the scholarship program began in
1988. What began as awards of $3,500
per year that first year
have today become awards
of $12,000 per year to
students who maintain
high academic honors.
“In 1988, we realized
M. epema
that our top academic
scholarships didn’t compare with those
of other institutions, so we created this
new award,” says Michael Epema, director
of financial aid. The number of recipients
each year has also grown, beginning with
three and now moving to 12.

“We’re looking for top academic students
who are not just book-smart, but also
leaders,” says Epema, “people who will
benefit from Dordt College and who will
benefit Dordt College.”
Distinguished Scholar candidates write
an essay when they come to campus
for a weekend
each February.
They meet with a
variety of people
on campus,
familiarize
themselves
with the people,
programs, and
facilities, and
meet each other.
Today these
students have
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become leaders, in their professions and
in their communities and churches. They
enjoy and take seriously their parenting
responsibilities. They serve on school
and other boards, church councils, and
in community organizations. Some of
their more common professions are
law, medicine, engineering, research,
and teaching. Others serve as business
people, pastors, accountants, writers,
physical therapists, IT specialists, social
workers, public relations officers, and
activists.
While we’d love to tell you about each of
the 150 Distinguished Scholar recipients,
in the interest of our space and your time
restrictions we’ve had to choose a few
to highlight in the pages that follow.
Interestingly, several of those who
received the award ended up as couples.

In college to learn
alumni

Dan and Lisa
(Koning) Vos

I

t wasn’t being distinguished scholars
that brought Lisa Koning (’98) and Dan
Vos (’99) together. Dan and Lisa weren’t
a couple until after they graduated.
In fact Lisa didn’t even know Dan was
“Distinguished” until after Dordt.
Dan describes Dordt as his first foray into
the real academic world.
“I loved that experience. I continue
to draw on many elements of what I
learned, although my further education
has led me into areas of specialization
that Dordt didn’t directly prepare me for.”
Lisa values her Dordt education for “the
saturation of Reformed world-and-life
view it provided.
“This concept was not new to me, but
I had opportunities to examine issues,
philosophies, and assumptions in a depth
that has made a difference in how I
think about things today.” Lisa says her
education affected how she perceives all
aspects of God’s world fitting together,
and how she thinks about how Christians
work with each other and in
the world.

positively,” says Lisa. “The professors
I had were experts in their fields. The
experience of learning, whether or
not I remember a particular nugget of
knowledge at any given time, was good
for me.” Lisa enjoys learning whether or
not it is obviously practical in her daily
life: “I don’t consider it a waste of time
or money that I learned a lot of abstract
mathematics that I do not use today.”

“The professors I had were
experts in their fields.”

Surprisingly to both Lisa
and Dan, some of the most
practical things they learned
—Lisa (Koning) Vos
weren’t what they’d focused
on in college. Lisa took organ
The Distinguished Scholar Award not
lessons—for the first (and last) time,
only recognizes academic achievement,
and she has used those skills regularly
but it also offers a significant amount
since graduating. Dan took Greek,
of financial assistance. While Dan didn’t
which allowed him to eventually attend
choose Dordt for financial reasons, the
seminary and enter pastoral ministry.
scholarship made it possible to attend
Dordt without accruing too much debt, a
Both Dan and Lisa highly value their
blessing for a seminarian.
academic education. “I enjoyed myself at
Dordt and grew as a person, but I was in
“The award made my financial picture
school to learn,” says Dan.
post-college much more manageable,”
says Lisa.
“Worldview or not, if the academic
program had not been excellent, I would
After graduation, Dan attended Calvin
not evaluate my educational experience

Seminary and earned an M.Div. They
married in 2001 and moved to Emo,
Ontario, where Dan pastored the Emo
Christian Reformed Church from 20042010.
“That was a delight—we loved being part
of that congregation. Our oldest two sons
were born there, I became an avid birder
there, and Lisa and I were able to be part
of a community orchestra,” Dan says.
Today they live in Grand Rapids again,
this time with three sons: Justin (6),
Nathanael (3), and Michael (1.5). Lisa’s
primary occupation is playing with their
sons.
“We especially enjoy LEGO and DUPLO
right now. I am also involved in music
at church, and I enjoy plants, birding,
geocaching, crochet, and auditing biblical
Hebrew courses at Calvin Seminary,” she
says. Dan is attending Calvin Seminary—
for the second time—finishing a Master
of Theology (Th.M.) degree in Ancient
Near Eastern Languages and Literature.
He reads Ugaritic and Akkadian texts and
compares them to the Old Testament. He
hopes to enter a Ph.D. program.
Sally Jongsma
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enJoying life
Dawn (Bakker) Berkelaar

D

awn (Bakker, ’96) Berkelaar’s typical
day begins early, writing and editing
for the publication ECHO Development
Notes. When her four children wake up,
they eat breakfast together. Then they
all spend time at the dining room table
as the two oldest kids work on math and
other subjects while the younger two
color or play with playdough. Days also
include lots of time spent reading and
exploring outdoors.
“Life is full, and I feel blessed to be
doing meaningful work among people I
love,” says Berkelaar.
The path took a few twists and turns.
She began as a premed major, planning
to attend medical school and eventually
work overseas as a missionary doctor.
Her plans changed after a semester in
Costa Rica during her senior year.
“The semester included a tropical
biology course that made me realize that
biology could be used in many different
ways to be of service in God’s kingdom,”
Berkelaar explains.
After graduating, she pursued her
interest and earned a master’s degree
in environmental biology from the
University of Guelph.

Berkelaar and her husband,
Edward, worked
for ECHO

(Educational Concerns for Hunger
Organization) for three years after
their marriage. ECHO aims to fight
international hunger by providing
ideas, information, and seeds to people
involved in agricultural development.
Berkelaar and her family live in Hamilton,
Ontario, where Edward teaches at
Redeemer University College. Berkelaar
continues to work part-time from home,
editing the ECHO Development Notes,
sent to people involved in agricultural
development, mostly in the tropics.
Her Dordt education gave her some
preparation here, too. She was a student
writer for the Voice for three years.
Berkelaar finds much joy balancing the
responsibilities that come with being an
editor, wife, and mother. She explains,
“When Edward and I married, something
fundamental changed. Suddenly home
was less of a place and more of a person.
The two of us do work that overlaps
in many ways, and we have a common
desire for simplicity and a concern for
the poor and for God’s creation.”
Berkelaar’s current perspectives were
greatly influenced by her experiences
at Dordt, especially her semester in
Costa Rica. “It helped to ignite a love of
different cultures, a desire to work for
justice in a world of glaring inequalities,
and a wonder at the fabulous diversity
God has placed in creation.”
She also is passionate about food issues.
“I spend quite a bit of time planning
and preparing meals,” says Berkelaar.
She and her family garden together in
the summer and keep a beehive that
provides plenty of honey. She’s thankful
to be able to spend time with her
children while developing and using her
passions for food, words, justice, and
God’s creation.
ELLEN DE YOUNG ( ’12)
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Nelson awaits ruling
by u.s. supreme court
A

s a freshman in high school, Matt
Nelson (’99) felt called to help
uphold justice in society, so he decided to
become a lawyer.
That decision has given him joy and a
sense of fulfillment. He’s also found an
unexpected source of joy and fulfillment
from another calling: husband and a
father. He and his wife, Susan, have been
married for eight years and have been
blessed with three children.
“Getting married has been one of the
highlights of my life since graduating
from Dordt,” Nelson explains. “It is such
a blessing to know that I have found the
person who God intended me to spend
the rest of my life with and to walk with
through some of life’s struggles.”

Matt Nelson (second from left) has been involved with two cases before the Supreme Court in the
past year.

Nelson and his wife were faced with a
particularly challenging struggle when
they discovered four months before her
birth that their second child, Whitney,
had spina bifida.

as husband and father, he’s also found
meaning in his law career. Nelson is a
partner with Warner, Norcross, and Judd,
LLP, in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

“It was devastating,” Nelson remembers.
In the following weeks, they not only had
to grieve for their child’s health but also
face repeated questions from doctors
about whether or not they wanted to
“change the outcome of the pregancy.”
After the initial shock and through much
prayer, Matt says they gained trust that
the Lord knew what he was doing.
Whitney is now four years old and gets
around with a lime green walker. “She
has the most beautiful disposition,” says
Nelson. “People at church seek her out
every Sunday because her smile and
personality are such a blessing. She has
taught me about the reality of heaven
because she says she can’t wait to run
(for the first time) to Jesus.”
As much as Nelson delights in his role

In 2011, Nelson filed a friend-of-thecourt brief with the U.S. Supreme Court
on behalf of the Council of Christian
Colleges and Universities in the
Hosanna-Tabor religious liberty case,
which the New York Times called “the
most significant religious liberty case in
two decades.” The court ruling handed
down in January of 2012 protected the
right of church and religious schools
to choose their ministers without
government interference.
“It was very gratifying to participate in
this case. I was even able to reference
Dordt College in my brief,” says Nelson.
In April, he argued his first case in the
Supreme Court, representing a person
who is trying to prevent casino
gambling in his rural West Michigan
town. The court will issue its decision in

that case by the end of June 2012.
Nelson says that his faith does more than
just make him an ethical lawyer; it also
affects his fundamental understanding
of what law is and how it functions and
should function in society. He explains,
“Dordt emphasizes the development of
a Reformed worldview in ways I didn’t
understand at the time. As I’ve pursued a
career in law, I’ve come to value how this
worldview frames my response to client’s
problems, how I approach legal issues,
and what arguments I consider to be
both appropriate and persuasive.”
Nelson’s faith is not abstract: It guides
how he practices law, how he interacts
with his neighbors, and what he teaches
his children. Nelson explains, “My
relationship to Christ is the central and
defining characteristic of who I am—
before being a lawyer, before being a
dad, before being a husband.”
Ellen De Young ( ’12)
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inspired
for living
Dave and Cara De Haan

I

suppose you could say that the reasons we received the
award—a commitment to academic excellence, strong work
ethic, contributions to school and church life—attracted us to
each other,” says Cara (Miedema, ’99) De Haan. “The values
underpinning those experiences and attributes have also helped
us as a married couple. For our first 10 years of marriage, at least
one of us was a student, and it helped that we both understood
the other person’s drive to do well in our studies.”
Cara and Dave (’99) were in very different academic programs.
Cara studied communication and philosophy with a smattering
of theology and Greek, Dave engineering and computer science.
“We both deeply value the relationships we were able to forge
with professors because of how they challenged and encouraged
us,” says Cara. The De Haans say they “came into their own” as
thoughtful and responsible adults at Dordt, and they’re grateful
for how they were shaped theologically and philosophically.
“That God sent two Canadians to Northwest Iowa to learn values
based upon social justice is emblematic of what I value most
about my Dordt education,” says Dave.

“Committed professors cared enough
about us that they challenged us to
question our pre-conceived ideas in
areas far beyond the scope of our
technical disciplines.”
—Dave De Haan

After leaving Dordt, Dave and Cara attended the University of
Waterloo, as graduate students and instructors.
“We received a strong education in our specific fields at Dordt,”
says Cara, but adds that applying to graduate school in Canada
without an “honours” degree (Dordt’s Kuyper Scholars program
was not in existence then) made it more difficult. “We’re grateful
for the liberal arts education Dordt required. I grumbled my way
through BIO 101, but I don’t regret it now,” says Cara.
While Dave was required to take additional computer science
courses before he was fully accepted into the very technical
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Ph.D. program at UW, he attributes much of his subsequent
success as a graduate student to non-technical skills. “In my
job, mastery of technical content is commonplace and assumed,
whereas ‘softer’ skills such as creativity, inquisitiveness, and
communication/writing proficiency are less common and
therefore more valued,” says Dave. “It is Dordt’s broad-based
approach to education that has benefited me the most within my
technical discipline.”
“Graduate school was invigorating for us,” says Cara. They
continued to excel academically and interact with people from
different backgrounds. “Attending the University of Waterloo
made us encounter difference more intensely, and we were
forced to think differently about what we believed,” they say.
And as much as Cara and Dave enjoyed graduate school and
enjoy their work today, they miss the way the Dordt community
challenged and inspired them to live counter-culturally.
Dave says, “One of the hardest challenges for me post-Dordt has
been the loss of idealism—and realizing the depth of support
within our own communities for ideologies and policies that I
find antithetical to my understanding of Christ’s teachings—that
and my disappointment at my own failure to take meaningful
action to address injustices in the world around me.”
“When I read stories of Dordt alumni changing the world,
I sometimes wonder whether we’re still too swayed in our
lifestyle choices by the surrounding culture!” adds Cara.
At present Cara is household manager and primary caregiver
to their three children, Ian (8), Taryn (5), and Jamin (2). She has
taken on a variety of leadership roles: in graduate school as
president of the English graduate student association; in church
as an administrative elder and chair of worship ministry. At their
children’s school, she’s chaired a committee, served as board
secretary, and expects to become board chair.
Dave is a software engineer at Sybase in Waterloo, Ontario,
where he’s involved in research and development of database
query processing technologies.
Sally JongsmA
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a deep Passion
Joel Veldkamp

J

oel Veldkamp (’10) grew to love the
Middle East during a semester on the
Middle East Studies Program. When
he returned to Dordt, he knew that he
wanted to return someday to study the
Arabic language. And the Lord has led
him to some exciting opportunities.

the assistant to the CEO of Christian
Solidarity International-USA (CSI), a
Christian human rights group that
campaigns for religious liberty and
supports persecuted Christians in Sudan,
Iraq, Egypt, and elsewhere.
Veldkamp notes, “It was such a blessing
to see 408 people liberated from
slavery.” His experience with a 12-yearold named Mou illustrates the hope and
joy that CSI helps to promote.

Soon after graduating from Dordt, where
Veldkamp says he was “challenged to
think more deeply about how my faith
affects my thoughts about politics,” he
volunteered as an English teacher in
Damascus, Syria, and was also involved
with Iraqi refugees at the Iraqi Student
Project. He says, “One of the high points
of my time in Damascus was helping
my Syrian and Iraqi friends apply to
universities and high schools in North
America—a long and arduous process—
and then seeing them get accepted!”

“Mou never knew his parents, and his
slave master in north Sudan cut off his
pinky as punishment for refusing to wash
dishes. When I first talked to him, he
wouldn’t meet my eyes and spoke very
softly.” CSI offers each liberated person
a “Sack of Hope” that contains a tarp, a
blanket, a metal pot, grain, fishing hooks,
and a sickle. “When Mou got his Sack of
Hope, his entire demeanor transformed.
He smiled and laughed and kept asking
to get his picture taken with his gifts,”
remembers Veldkamp.

Veldkamp left Syria two months into the
political uprising that continues today.
“It was very difficult to leave without
knowing how things would turn out.”
He stays in contact with many friends
and former students. Fortunately, they
remain physically safe but are still
affected by the country’s economic
downturn and continued violence.

Veldkamp takes joy in the opportunities
he has been offered and is passionate
about promoting justice. Still, he
recognizes that “often there is no clearcut solution to horrifying injustices.”

Although Veldkamp has not returned
to Syria, he continues to be involved in
international justice issues. He recently
returned from a slave liberation mission
in South Sudan, part of his work as

“My Christian faith doesn’t give me
all the answers, but it does point me
towards God’s righteousness, reminds
me of where my one and only allegiance
lies, and encourages me to offer my
best effort, knowing that God will bring
justice in the end,” he says.
Ellen De Young ( ’12)
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commencement
hits home again
F

riday, May 4, was commencement.
Thirty years ago I walked down the
aisle of the BJ Haan
Auditorium to receive
my diploma; this year
my oldest son did the
same. Thirty years
ago the speaker was
Rev. B.J. Haan, the first
president at Dordt
College, who was
turning the presidency over to Dr. John
Hulst. This year, Dr. Carl Zylstra was the
commencement speaker, passing his
president’s responsibilities on to Dr. Erik
Hoekstra. I’ve been either a student or
an employee under all four presidents of
the college.
Congratulations to the 2012 graduates
of Dordt College. May God bless you as
you move on to your next stage of God’s
calling.

alumni council
spring meeting
The Alumni Council met on campus in
March, enjoying probably the nicest
weather we’ve ever had for our spring
meeting.
Our thanks go to five outgoing council
members: Harry Wieringa from Sioux
Center, Iowa; Melody De Wit from Alton,
Iowa; Kathy Eekhoff from Manhattan,
Montana; Lois Marra from Blaine,
Minnesota; and Jim Geertsma from
Holland, Michigan. Please thank them for
six years of leadership, enthusiasm, and
creativity.
The Council heard reports
from the Admissions and
Advancement offices, the
agriculture department,
and the digital media
department. Mark Volkers
shared information about
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Mark Volkers

The Fourth World, the slum documentary
produced by Dordt’s Prairie Grass
Productions that we hope to send on
the road to communities around North
America next fall and winter.
The Alumni Council also selected this
year’s alumni association scholarship
winners. They are Alex Gelenyse from

linKed in
Are you on LinkedIn.com, the
professional networking site? Please
join the group we created for Dordt
College friends and alumni. We have about 700
members and are welcoming new ones every
day. Share updates on your work, information
about a new job at your workplace, or ask
others for help in your job search online at
http://linkd.in/JSBIzr.

Waupun, Wisconsin; Alex Updike from
Desert Hot Springs, California; and Laura
Dykstra from Edmonton, Alberta.
Distinguished alumni award recipients
were also selected. They are Mark
Link (’82) from Newton Center,
Massachusetts; Katie Haan (’62) from
Sioux Center, Iowa; and Gail Jansen
(’74) from Tucson, Arizona. They will be
recognized at the Distinguished Alumni
Banquet to be held during Alumni
Weekend on September 28 and 29.
Details will be available this summer.
Watch for regional alumni events
scheduled for this summer and fall. They
include showings of The Fourth World
and several “Meet the New President”
receptions. To find out when and where
these events will be held, go to
www.dordt.edu/alumni.
WES FOPMA ( ’82)

a foundation for life
M

att and Lisa (Blankespoor) De Kam
(both ’98) recall going on one date
together during their freshman year.
“But there wasn’t much chemistry at
the time,” they say today. Lisa recalls
reading an article in the Voice about
the Distinguished Scholars that year
and thinking about Matt as “the guy
in chemistry who answers so many
questions he might as well teach the
course.” Matt barely remembers taking
chemistry.
Both Lisa and Matt attended graduate
school after Dordt, Lisa in physical
therapy and Matt in engineering and
then for an MBA. Both felt “very wellprepared for the master’s level courses
in our respective fields.” Matt says that
the coursework at Dordt was often more
challenging than that in his master’s
programs.
“But what we most value is the
worldview training that we received
at Dordt, which permeated all of our
courses,” Lisa says.
“Engineering 390, the philosophy of
technology, is the type of course that
you find at only a few schools and
possibly even only one,” says Matt. “If
you’re paying attention when you take
that course it will fundamentally and

permanently alter the way you approach
engineering and business.”
Today, the De Kams live in Minneapolis.
Lisa spends most of her days at home
with their two young boys (ages 6 and
3), but she keeps busy in her profession.
She works one day per week as a physical
therapist at an orthopedic clinic. She is
also an on-call PT at another clinic that
treats people with
eating disorders.
And she, along with
other Dordt physical
therapy graduates,
is part of a team
of health coaches
with the company
Take Shape for Life.
The group is led by
her older brother,
Mark Blankespoor,
who was a Distinguished Scholar Award
recipient in 1988, the first year the
awards were offered.

alumni

Matt and Lisa (Blankespoor) De Kam
new buildings on Dordt’s campus!”
“I use my Dordt engineering degree
to find, understand, and recognize
opportunities to add value to our
products,” he says. “I use my MBA to build
the business case to drum up resources
to work on them.”
Matt and Lisa say they’ve faced few

Matt had more lucrative scholarship
offers from other institutions, but
he chose Dordt because it was the
better value, he says. He would
make the same choice again.

Matt is a senior commodity manager at
Ingersoll Rand. “You might see the heat
exchangers I source behind the black
panels of a Thermo King refer unit on
the highway, in the condenser of a Trane
AC unit that sits in your back yard, in
an Ingersoll Rand air compressor in a
factory, or on the roof or in the wall of a
commercial building—perhaps even the

challenges. Their high points have
included dating, getting married, having
kids, and living in Europe. Having both
gone on Dordt’s SPICE Summer program
(Study Program In Contemporary
Europe), they were eager to accept the
international assignment.
“Our Dordt education has helped guide
us at decision points, both personally and
professionally,” they say.
Sally Jongsma
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finding her
challenge
Lillian (Hamilton) Vogl

H

eather Lillian (Hamilton, ’97) Vogl
has always liked a challenge. As
an English education major, she did
an independent study that resulted in
a dance production. When she wasn’t
feeling challenged at an educational
nonprofit organization, she decided to
attend law school. She now works as a
lobbyist, spending much of her time on
Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., working
with others to create public policy.
Vogl had every intention of becoming
a high school English teacher when
she graduated from Dordt. However,
after moving to Washington, D.C., after
graduation, she decided to work at a
nonprofit organization that provided
scholarships for low-income children.
“I had many wonderful experiences and
a great job right out of college,” Vogl
recalls, “but I got to the point where my
job wasn’t challenging anymore.” She
decided to go to law school.
At the University of Virginia School of
Law, many of her peers had attended
prestigious undergraduate schools, and
most of them had never heard of Dordt
College. Although she was not able to
drop a name of an Ivy League university,
she didn’t have trouble keeping up with
her peers and graduated in the top 10
percent of her class.
Vogl attributes her success in law school
to a solid undergraduate education.
“Dordt has such great professors.
Because I received individual attention
in classes, I got a better education than
many of my peers who were taught by
teaching assistants or were lost in large
classes,” she says today.
Today, Vogl finds that her career in law
provides her with many challenges. She
recognizes that in her work as a lawyer
and a lobbyist there are temptations to
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make wrong decisions in order to get
ahead financially or professionally.
“My faith gives me a sense of purpose
and perspective as I analyze public
policies,” she says. She works primarily
with federal agencies that regulate
retirement and insurance products,
helping ensure that their policies do
more good than harm. Her faith allows
her to approach these issues with a
unique perspective, forcing her to ask
questions like, “How does this policy
affect real human beings and families?”
Vogl also deals with the challenge of
balancing family and professional life.
She has learned to work efficiently so as
to spend as much time as possible with
her two children, husband, and nearby
extended family. She strives to put her
moral and family commitments ahead of
convenience in both her professional and
personal life.
Vogl explains, “Following Christ can
be difficult at times, but every sacrifice
will be worthwhile if I hear at the end
of my life, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant.’”
Ellen De Young ( ’12)

Ruth Lynch

R

uth Lynch (’06) has always been
interested in missions and learning
about other cultures. At Dordt, this
interest led to her get involved in Putting
Love Into Action (PLIA) mission trips,
Dordt’s cross-cultural club, and studentteaching at Zuni Christian Mission School
in Zuni, New Mexico. These experiences
helped her to learn the joy of interacting
with people from different cultures and
eventually convinced her that she wanted
to stay in Zuni after graduating. Lynch
is currently completing her fifth year of
teaching at Zuni Christian Mission School.
Lynch explains that about 20 percent
of the students who attend the mission
school come from Christian families. “The
others choose to come because of the
good education and small, supportive
school environment,” she notes.
Working at a Christian school and
teaching students who are unfamiliar with
the Christian faith puts Lynch in a unique

and exciting position. “There’s nothing like
seeing a student’s eyes get that far-away
look as they hear the Christmas story for
the first time, or reading an end-of-theday journal beginning with ‘I like Jesus
because…’ after discussing his forgiveness
following a classroom squabble,” she says.
She also finds joy in learning about the
Zuni culture. “I have learned a deep value
for family, the elderly, food, and creation
from the Zuni people. I’m also trying to
learn the Zuni language and am at about
a two-year-old level.”
During summer vacations, Lynch has had
the opportunity to explore other cultures,
as well. She has worked as a counselor at
Camp Dunamis, a multicultural Christian
camp in California, and has also spent
a summer with the Yakama people of
central Washington.
Lynch notes that her experiences at
Dordt helped her appreciate people’s
uniqueness as she strives to serve God
wholeheartedly. She explains, “If God is
in my work, if I am serving Jesus and not
myself, if it’s him working and ministering
through me, then his plans will succeed.”

Dordt also provided her with relationships
with both students and faculty that
stretched and encouraged her. Lynch
notes, “Dordt’s unique gift is the
professors and staff who really care about
their students.”
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learning with and
from other cultures
Lynch would have been unable to attend
Dordt without the financial assistance
that accompanied the honor of being
designated a Distinguished Scholar. “My
dad was laid off my junior year of high
school,” Lynch explains. “We had no
money, and I felt very small asking to
go to a Christian college. After talking
with Dr. DeMol about the goals of the
music program and talking with several
others about the mission of Dordt, I knew
it was the place for me.” The academic
scholarship came as a much-needed
blessing.
Today, Lynch continues to be thankful
for this assistance and for the Dordt
education that led her to her challenging
and rewarding life in Zuni.
ELLEN DE YOUNG ( ’12)
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working for
holistic health
Troy Vander Molen

A

t Dordt, Troy Vander Molen (’94)
came to realize that he could
combine his experience as an athlete, his
study of anatomy and physiology, and his
interest in serving others into a fulfilling
career as a physical therapist. Today, he
is part-owner and vice president of a
physical therapy practice in central Iowa
called Work Systems Rehab and Fitness.
The company’s vision is “Healthy
people…body, mind, and spirit.” Vander
Molen says that this holistic view of
health has a strong impact on his work.
“People are vulnerable during therapy,”
he explains. “There is a close relationship
between physical, emotional, and
spiritual health. As a therapist, I have
the opportunity to meet with patients
regularly, to form deep relationships
with them, and to help them enhance all
aspects of their health.”
Vander Molen says that his experiences
at Dordt helped shape this perspective
and deepen his appreciation for the
uniqueness of God’s creation—including
the human body. Dordt also prepared
him well for the rigors of a physical
therapy graduate program.
He received his master’s degree at the
University of Iowa and began practicing
in eastern Iowa. In 2001, he joined Dordt
alumnus Mark Blankespoor (’92) at
Works Systems Rehab in Pella, Iowa, and
became part owner of the organization.
Today, they have expanded their
business to include four rehab clinics, a
fitness center, and consulting services for
work injury prevention.
When Vander Molen is not working with
clients, he is usually spending time with
his wife Stephanie (Van Maanen, ’94),
and their children, Kade (12), Ty (8), and
Claire (7). Ty joined their family through
adoption when he was an infant.
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Vander Molen describes the adoption
process as “a neat God-story.” After
struggling with infertility, the Vander
Molens decided to adopt through
Bethany Christian Services, who led
them to Ty’s birth-mother. After Ty was
born with serious health problems, his
birth-grandmother was afraid that the
Vander Molens would no longer want to
adopt him. However, she was surprised
when the Vander Molens, their family,
and their friends loved and prayed for Ty
despite his illness.
Several months after the Vander Molens
brought home a newly healthy Ty, they
received a phone call from his birthgrandmother, who explained that the
example of their faith and love had been
one of the final links in the chain that
brought her to faith. They shared her
joy in her baptism. Soon after, despite
their previous struggles with infertility,
they also celebrated the birth of another
child.
“I have been very blessed,” says Vander
Molen.
Ellen De Young ( ’12)

Photo submitted
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Megan (Bosma, ’01) Ribbens coodinated a children’s photography workshop in Sioux Center like one
she had done in Nigeria, where she and her husband, Michael (’01), serve as missionaries.

photo workshop
builds community
A

s a missionary in Nigeria, Dordt
alumnus Megan Ribbens turned
a dream into reality. She coordinated
a photography workshop and exhibit
called “Through Their Eyes” to help
children express their sense of
community. When she returned to Sioux
Center for several months early in 2012,
Dr. Sherri Lantinga, Dordt’s Dean for
Curriculum and Instruction, invited her to
replicate such a project in Sioux Center.
“Megan is energetic and generous with
her ideas and time,” said Lantinga.
The project received funding from
Dordt’s Andreas Center for Reformed
Scholarship and Service and from
the Sioux Center Arts and Recreation
Department.
“Our main goal is to empower and equip
children with new skills,” says Ribbens.
She also hoped to create awareness
for a child’s place and importance in
community, “from the smallest—the
family—to the largest—the world.”
The growing diversity in Sioux County
made Ribbens eager to help children
here look at their community.
“We don’t tap into the beauty of others’
worlds simply by living beside each
other,” says Ribbens. She believes that
projects like this one help people mix
and learn more about each other.

“We started by talking about our place
and our importance in the communities
that make up our world,” she says.
“Parents and children identified a way
they could make their communities
better, ways to use their voice.”
From there, the workshop focused on
basic elements of photography, from
point of interest to natural light. One
of the most important elements, says
Ribbens, was a point of interest.
“Once you identify the point of interest
you will be using, there are countless
ways you can choose to depict that
subject, which leads into finding a
unique perspective,” she says.
Students snapped nearly 1,000
photographs from which the Through
Their Eyes committee selected 60 prints
to frame and exhibit at the Sioux Center
Library.
“This was a time for children to share
their hopes, dreams, fears,” says Ribbens.
“And it was a time for parents to share
part of who they are and what values
they want to pass on to their children.”
The children’s photography will become
a permanent exhibit on Dordt’s campus.
Sarah Groneck ( ’10)
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young
alumni
give
back
Jonathan and Amy Vander Vliet (’06) fund the Daniel Challenge
what motivated you to set up a
scholarship for Dordt College students?
Both of us were political studies majors
(paired with mechanical engineering for
Jonathan and history for Amy), and after
living in the D.C. area for a few years we
realized that we hadn’t truly wrestled
with issues of faith, vocation, and life in a
religiously plural environment. Dordt had
given us some good tools, but we wanted
to encourage even more thinking on these
things before students leave campus.
That’s one of the reasons we named
it the “Daniel Challenge”: in the Bible,
Daniel is an effective witness for God
in a sometimes hostile environment,
but he’s not a prophet or a preacher
who’s proselytizing all the time. He’s
doing his job well and being intentional
about his personal faith so that all may
flourish; he never hides his faith, but
he also doesn’t shy away from working
with others who can help him accomplish
shalom. We think that model of Christian
engagement is a powerful one, indicating
the power of patient public service at a
time when so much Christian engagement
in the public sphere can be explicitly
antagonistic and paranoid.
Also, our parents valued Christian
education enough to support us through
school and we each received numerous
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scholarships, so funding a scholarship
seemed the best way to recognize how
we’d been blessed and to “pay it forward.”

but have similar goals? It quickly became
obvious to us that an essay format was
the only way to accomplish this.

what made you decide to tie the
scholarship to essays by the applicants?

How do you choose the topic each year?

We didn’t want the scholarship tied to
a particular major, since we believe it’s
important for Christians in all vocations
to think about integrating their work and
faith. An open essay contest allows any
interested student to apply.

We choose a topic that is inspired by
current events but also speaks to larger
questions about how Christians engage
in the world. While we try not to choose
topics that are strictly political, we
do want applicants to focus on what
Christian witness looks like to individuals

“We wanted to encourage Dordt students to think
more deeply and intentionally about what it means
for Christians to act out of their faith while still
working with others for the common good.”
We wanted to encourage Dordt students
to think more deeply and intentionally
about what it means for Christians to
act out of their faith while still working
with others for the common good. Where
are the lines, and how do you draw
them? How do you talk about profoundly
important issues without denying your
faith, and still remain open to cooperating
with others whose principles are different

of a variety of faiths, ideologies, and
circumstances.
what you are doing today?
Jonathan is a systems engineer with
Lockheed Martin, and Amy works as a
web editor and database manager at the
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and
World Affairs at Georgetown University.
We live in Alexandria, Virginia, and attend

about the daniel challenge scholarship

Each year, Jon and Amy choose a topic,
introducing it with: Dordt College’s Reformed
perspective offers substantial guidance
concerning cultural engagement, but what
does it really mean to use “Christian insight”
to develop a “contemporary response” to a
pluralistic society and culture?
Last year’s question was: Winston Churchill
once famously noted that “No one pretends
that democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed
it has been said that democracy is the worst
form of Government—except for all those
other forms that have been tried from time

Both of us have earned master’s
degrees (Amy in Security Studies
[Georgetown], Jonathan in Military
History [Norwich University] and
Systems Engineering [University of
Virginia]), and we’ve found that our
Dordt education has given us a good
foundation for graduate work.

The
recipients
for 2011-12
were Hannah
Ponstein and
Jennifer Van
Der Hoek.

H. Ponstein

J. Van Der Hoek

This year’s question was focused on social
media and democracy: Some credit social
media as a major catalyst in recent populist
democratic movements, from grassroots
gatherings to the Arab Spring. These
proponents theorize that the ability of any
individual with some modicum of web access
to spread his or her message without the

machinery of mass media radically changes
the behavior of governments, since every
individual now possesses the means to
highlight issues on a global scale. In the
summer of 2011, a Brookings Institution
panel discussion debated whether using
social media can reinvigorate democracy by
re-engaging citizens in civic participation.
However, others such as Dana Radcliffe, a
Cornell University lecturer, have posited that
if social media gives viability to narrowlyfocused, single-issue candidates, the
result will be more partisan, dysfunctional
governments. In his view, social media
may represent a force that undermines
democracy. What is your perspective on
social media’s impact on democracy? Does
this technology truly empower individuals?
Does it assist us all in achieving a more just
society?
The recipients for 2012-13 are Steve Olson
and Ward Matthias.
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Washington, D.C., CRC, where Amy
is a deacon and chair of the Search
Committee. (No children, only plants.)

to time.” Churchill’s observation points to a
larger question: Is government normative?
In a fallen world we accept the necessity
of government as an entity charged with
restraining evil and promoting public justice,
but in a fully redeemed, perfected world,
would a purpose for government still exist?
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The $2,000 Daniel Challenge Scholarship
is for students who will be going into their
junior or senior years. Applicants must
write an essay of 1,000-1,500 words that
reflects a Reformed perspective on cultural
engagement. For the past three years Jon’s
employer has matched the contribution,
allowing Dordt College to offer two Daniel
Challenge scholarships.

In particular, in my (Amy’s) work at the
Berkley Center, I’ve found that Dordt’s
Kuyperian understanding of faith in
the world has inspired me and helped
me engage in discussions about the
role of faith in public life that others
might find more difficult. In my church
life, the intellectual basis for faithinspired public action has been a
major motivator behind my work in
addressing the young adult exodus
from the CRC and churches in general;
I think it’s a theological heritage with
much to offer contemporary society,
and educational institutions are key
incubators of theory passed on to
students for application.
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